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   Observed on November 11, the anniversary of the end of World War I, Veterans Day is a 
holiday honoring the men and women who have served in the United States armed forces. 
The two veterans acknowledged in this newsletter (see pages 2 and 3) remind us of the 
many from Phelps, NY who served their country. It is only fitting that a Hometown Heroes 
Banner project it now underway in the village (see page 3). 
   This is also the time of year for another holiday  - Thanksgiving. The PCHS is grateful for 
the support we have received this year from our membership and the community. Grants 
from the Mary Hicks Preston Foundation have lessened the cost of roof repair and brick 
work, and a donation from the Howe family has defrayed the cost of the exterior house 
painting. However, the PCHS still has operating expenses that have continued to increase 
over the years. An Annual Appeal letter has been mailed to Phelps community members, 
local businesses and the historical society membership, asking for financial support of our 
organization. Please take a moment to consider how you may contribute. Every donation, no 
matter the amount, makes a difference! 

 

Note: The next PCHS Newsletter will be a Nov/Dec issue mailed in mid-December. 
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   Alfred George Spink, was born (1896) and 
brought up in Lockton, Pickering,  N. Yorkshire, 
England. His father was a farmer, and he had two  
sisters and four brothers. The other children 
remained in England except for one son who lived 
in Australia most of his life. Alfred came to Phelps 
after serving in the Royal Garrison Artillery 355 
Siege Battery of England in WWI. The family did 
not hear much about his experiences in the war, 
but know he fought in the trenches in France and 
gained honor for gallant and distinguished service 
in the field in 1919. (See letter below) 
     Alfred and his cousin, John Harland, arrived at 
Ellis Island on April 22, 1920. Alfred was 
sponsored by Willis Dimock Kregloh (his wife was 
Beth Harland Krelogh) of Phelps and went to work 
for William Hammond. On December 8, 1923 
Alfred and John  both returned to England to spend 
the winter with their parents. They returned to Phelps on March 22, 1924. They had left two ladies, Irma Combs and Hazel 
Hughston, in Phelps wondering if they would ever see them again. Alfred Spink married Irma on December 10, 1924, and they 
first lived in the Hammond house which was located in the area where the Phelps American Legion now stands. They  later 
built a house on Banta St. where their daughter, Jean, and son, Bob grew up. Alfred later left farm work and had his own 
business delivering milk. 
     John Harland married Hazel and they lived on a farm near Phelps Cement Products on South Newark Street. The house is 
no longer there, but a barn remains. It is now owned, and the land farmed, by Dale Hemminger. 
     On December 29, 1922 Alfred G. Spink was accepted for membership in the Phelps American Legion. It is believed that he 
is the only one from a foreign country accepted for membership, other than Mrs. Betty Ruthven, who was also born in England 
and joined the Phelps American Legion Auxiliary.  

Alfred Spink and his òA. G. Spink Grade A Milk & Creamó delivery truck 

No. 108413 L/B (signaller) 
 
   G.A Spink served for 20 months in France with 355 
Siege Battery. He was conspicuous for courage, dash 
and the intelligence with which he carried out his 
duties. He on several occasions volunteered to 
accompany officers on dangerous reconnaissances 
and on one occasion at MONTAY on 23rd Oct 1918 
he was sleeping in a house which was being heavily 
shelled, when a shell entered the house bursting 
inside and causing many casualties. L/B Spink 
although severely shaken, immediately volunteered to 
accompany an officer who was about to go forward 
with our infantry in an attack. This was only one 
instance out of several, showing the determination 
and devotion with which he carried out his duties. 
 

 5Φ!Φ {ŀƴŦƻǊŘΣ  aŀƧƻǊΣ  
/ƻƳŘƎΦ орр {ƛŜƎŜ .ŀǧŜǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ 

Alfred George Spink  
 (b. July 1896 d. August 1970) 

World War I Veteran                                         ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ .ƻō ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƛǎ {Ǉƛƴƪ 

Letter of  Commendation   
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Hometown Heroes  

Banner Program  
     Phelps, New York is honoring its past 
and present service members. A committee 

of Phelps citizens is launching a Hometown 
Heroes Banner Program as a living tribute 

for our community to honor past and 
present members of the Armed Forces. For 

more information see below.  

Applications and Guidelines are available at:  
Phelps American Legion 1346 State Route 96 Phelps, NY 14532  

 Phelps American Legion Facebook page   
Phelps Central School Alumni Facebook page  

or  
Phelps Community Historical Society - stop in, call 315 -548 -4940  

 or email histsoc2@gmail.com  

If you would like to volunteer or know of a loved one that you would like to honor,  

please contact Ginny Phenes  
 315 -331 -8928 or email rphenes@hotmail.com  

World War II Veteran                                                   {ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻǊƛǎ {Ǉƛƴƪ 

Photo - Buffalo-Courier Express, Sunday, August 31,1969 

      Norman Charles Culbertson was born on May 9, 1920 in 
Dryden, NY. He graduated from Geneseo High School in 1938 
and enlisted in the US Army Air Corps Division the following 
year. He married Catherine ñKittyò Mire in May of 1944. They 
lived on Clearview Drive, Phelps in the mid 1960s and their son 
Charles, born in 1947 in Texas, graduated from Phelps Central 
School in 1964.  
 
   Norman Culbertson died June 30, 2006 in Groveland, NY and 
is buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Groveland, NY with his parents 
Percival Curtis Culbertson and Ruth VanOrsdale. 

  The newspaper excerpts below are from just a few of the 
articles that were printed during the military career of Norman 
Charles Culbertson, a US Army Forces Lt. Colonel in the US 
Air Force during World War II and Vietnam. His stations 
included Australia and the Southwest Pacific. 

Niagara Falls Gazette Sunday April 18, 1972  
Area Air Guard Colonels retire from 107th 

   Lt. Col. Norman Culberston, entered the armed services on 
Sept. 5, 1938. He served as a bombardier on B-26 during 
WWII and was awarded the Silver Star during that conflict. 
He was activated again during the Berlin Crisis and served in 
France. In 1968 he was again activated and flew the F-100 
Sabre during operations in Vietnam. During his recent 
service he has flown the F-86, the F-94, the F-100 and the 
 F-101 Vodoo.  
In civilian life he is a salesman for Agrico Chemical Co. and 
lives at 8 Robin Hill Drive, Williamsville, NY. 

Livingston County Leader Wed. August 4, 1943 
M/M Percy Culberston have received formal notification from 
Lieut. General George C. Kenney that their son S/Sgt 
Norman C Culbertson has been presented with the 
Distinguished Flying Cross of the Army for extraordinary 
bravery while participating in an aerial flight over Salamanus, 
New Guinea. 

Buffalo Courier Express Thurs. May 29, 1969 
Pilots of 107th Back from Abroad 

Niagara Fallsï Pilots of the 107th Fighter Tactical Group 
zoomed with military precision into their home base here 
from Vietnam for a jubilant reunion with their families. 
Among them was Maj. Norman C Culbertson. 
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#24 Armstrong District 

Photo 1936-1937 

Teacher back row second from right: 

 Elizabeth Lawrence Fox  (Betty) 

Dec. 1912ðAug. 2004 

 Conclusion to Our Schoolhouse Series 

   Johnnieôs Radio Shop was a store in downtown Phelps 
near the drugstore. Johnnie Hildreth sold and repaired 
radios, TVs, and small appliances. When I was growing up in 
1950s Phelps, Mr. Hildreth sold Zenith televisions, known as 
the best quality in the market. My dad, Bob Gifford, had 
brought some of the very first TVs to Phelps., manufactured 
by his employer, Stromberg-Carlson Co. in Rochester. So 
Johnnie might have been a competitor, but there was never 
any rivalry because demand was huge and TVs from 
Johnnie, and also Joe Bruzee in the west end, helped supply 
most of the village. My dad, brother and I were busy enough 
repairing TVs and putting up the necessary antenna, usually 
strapped high on a chimney. 
  I remember one September on the way home from school 
when my friends and I stood on the sidewalk and watched 
The World Series on the new black & white Zenith in 
Johnnieôs shop window. At home we werenôt allowed to 
watch TV before dark so it was a real treat to watch the 
baseball game ñliveò while it happened. 

   Here is one of the little (4.5ò) screwdrivers that were given 
away to promote the shop. On the back it says ñYours For 
Serviceò, which is clever because it can mean the shop is 
open for service as well as sales, or it can mean literally this 
screwdriver is good for your own use. In fact these were the 
perfect tools to adjust the little capacitors on the tuning 
mechanism inside an old TV or radio. There might have 
been a metal clip to hold it in your pocket. ( Screwdriver 
came with the letter) 
   Even into the 1950s, not everyone in the village had a car. 
But you could get almost anything you truly needed in 
downtown Phelps. Prices may not have been quite as low as 
the later big stores elsewhere, but local shop owners could 
make a living and contribute to the village economy. You 
could shop, see your friends and neighbors and have a 
healthy walk back home in less time than it took to drive & 
park in a bigger town. 

From our mailbox é. A memory of  the good old days                            Loren Gifford  

   The 24 school districts referred to in this and previous PCHS newsletters, are the one room schoolhouses we have 
information on, there may have been a few others in the Town of Phelps. Below are the final three in the series. 
 

#22 - Later number of Henpeck District #7. The brick building was located on the corner of Schroo Road and Rte 488.  

The building has since been torn down .  

 

#23 - Orleans District - A two-story brick building now used as a community center in Orleans. The disastrous fire of 

1910 destroyed the first building on that site. 

 

#24 - Armstrong District -The brick schoolhouse is now a private home on County Rd #6. 

In Memoriam 

 

 

Walter R. Pedersen 
 

PCHS Member 

May 20, 1942-October 13, 2022 
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Dr. John Quincy Howe Descendants 
Dr. John Q. Howe and  Nancy Griffith Howeôs son  
Frank Hamilton Howe married Generve Bunnell.  
 
Frank and Generve had a son Dr. William A. Howe  
(named after his uncle Dr. William Augustus Howe who had 
 his medical practice at 66 Main St. Phelps.). 
 
William A. married Marjorie Crosby Gerow on June 5, 1920. 
Frank Lawrence (Larry) Howe is their son. 
 
Back Row: 
James - 2nd great grandson of JQH 
Larry - great grandson of JQH, grandson Frank Howe 
Michael - 2nd great grandson of JQH 
Middle Row: 
Becky Howe Thomas, John Howe, Nancy Howe Liss 
Nieces and nephew to Larry 
Bottom Row: 
Aidan Liss, Alexandra Liss 
Great-nephew, great-niece to Larry 

     On Friday September 23, eight 
members of the Howe family met at the 
museum. Joining Larry Howe and his 
son Jim, who live in Rochester, were 
Larryõs son Mike from Minnesota, his 
niece Becky Howe Thomas and nephew 
John Howe from Niskayuna, NY, and 
from Massachusetts Nancy Howe Liss 
with  her son Aidan and her daughter 
Alexandra. It had been a while since 
everyone had seen each other so a brief 
reunion was held to get reacquainted.  
    The  family was given a tour of the 
house and then sat down in the Oak 
Room to look over PCHS photo albums 
with pictures of the house over the past 
20 years and items that Larry brought 
to add to our genealogy. Prior to his 
visit, Larry Howe had called to say he 
was particularly interested in learning 
where on Main Street his grandfather, Frank H. Howe had lived. Research found it to be the 
house to the east of the Howe House, on opposite  corner of Main and N. Wayne St.    
    An enjoyable visit for all, we were reminded that the museum was once a private home. It 
stirred the imagination as to what life was like when Dr. John Q. first lived there, and how 
things had changed by the time his grandson John Q., the third and last generation to occupy 
the home, last lived there in 1985.  

Howe Family Tours Ancestorsõ Home                                 Diane Goodman  

F. Lawrence Howe (Larry) standing beside the portrait of his 
 great-grandfather Dr. John Quincy Howe 

 

Special Thank You  

     A very generous donation has been received from F. Lawrence Howe on behalf of 
the  family. The funds provide for the expense of having the exterior of the Howe 
House painted and an outdoor sign, in memory of Frank H. Howe, with information 
on the historical society and the museum. The PCHS Board of Trustees greatly 
appreciates the support!  



Welcome New Members!  

Betty Howe Thomas - Niskayuna, NY  

Pamela Wheadon ð Henrico, VA  

с 

tƘŜƭǇǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ  
!ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ǊŜŀǘƘ {ŀƭŜ - ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нл ƭŜƊΗ 

¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŶŎŜ омр-рпу-пфпл ƻǊ  
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǘ ƘƛǎǘǎƻŎнϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ му 

 tŀȅ ōȅ ŎŀǎƘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ όǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ t/I{ύ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ 

tǊƛŎƛƴƎ 
Ϸнлς ¦ƴŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ 
Ϸнрς ²ǊŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǿ όŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜύ 
wŜŘΣ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ǎƛƭǾŜǊΣ ōƭǳŜ  
Ϸолς ²ǊŜŀǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ 
όōƻǿ ǿκŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƛƴŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎύ  

tƛŎƪ ¦Ǉ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǿŜ IƻǳǎŜ /ŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ IƻǳǎŜ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ н  
мл ŀΦƳ-пǇΦƳ 

ƻǊ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ о 
млŀΦƳ-мнǇΦƳ 

Membership Renewals  

John & Billee Altman  
Tom & Rosemary Baker  

Robert and Sandy Bankert  
Lee and Sharon DeRuyter  
Charlie and Debbie Dhalle  

Pete and Jean Empsom  
Susan Galens  

Linda Homco  
Elizabeth Salisbury Homer  

Sarah Landschoot  
Jane Pedersen  

Jon Schafer  
David & Shirly Verstraete  

Sherry Wilkes  
John and Helen Willson  

Gary Yancey  

Time and Talent  

Barb Brennessel  
Bonnie Dixon  

Newsletter  
 

Barb Gillespie  
Scrapbooking and secretarial  

 
Bob Goodman  
Cliff Olander  

Outdoor sign post installation  
 

Roberta Leu  
Bows for wreath sale  

 
Dana Mark  

Transfer Station  
 

Doris Spink  
Indexing, research  

 
Beth Symonds  

Gardening at CLO  Item Donations  

The Blackman Family  

Roller skates, childrenõs toys and book 

Loren Gifford  

Advertising screwdriver, Catõs Meow collectibles 
 

Pat Lyon Jones  
Catõs Meow collectible 

 
Betty McMahon  

Reppard -McMahon -Westfall family photos  
 

Phelps Cement Products  
Concrete mix for sign post  

Memorial Donations  

Betty Bankert  
by Robert & Sandy Bankert  

 

Eric James Yancey  
by Gary Yancey  

Monetary Donation  

Mary Hicks Preston Foundation  
Grant for HH and CH brickwork  



-%-"%23()0 ÁÎÄ $/.!4)/. &/2- 
If  ñReminderò is highlighted please renew your membership.  

If ñFinal Noticeò  is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid. 
 Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS or online at phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Application: New ______   Renewal  _______   Gift ______   Send membership card ______    For Office use:                            

Individual:  $20.00     _        Family:  $30.00   _      Business:  $50.00  ____                   Member #:       ______ 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:      ______         

Address:  ______________________________________________________    Check #:          ______  

Winter Address: (if different from above):  ____________________________     Amt. Rcvd:       ______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:       ______ 

Dates Winter Address in effect:   ____________________________________    Computer:       ______  

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Index Card:     ______                                                          

                                                                                                                                      Member Card: ______                                                                                                       

$/.!4)/.ȡ   Amount    _________                                                                              

                     ͺͺͺͺͺͺ   )Î ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÏÆ ɉ/ÐÔÉÏÎÁÌɊȡ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

                     ͺͺͺͺͺͺ   )Î ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ ɉ/ÐÔÉÏÎÁÌɊȡ    ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

                     ͺͺͺͺͺͺ   !ÌÌÏÃÁÔÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÔÏ ɉ/ÐÔÉÏÎÁÌɊȡ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

т 

BODY KNEADS 
WELLNESS SPA 

116 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 

315-246-9022 

yourbodykneads.massagetherapy.com 

DARLINGõS TREE FARM  
2051 County Rd. 23  

Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

315-548-3419 

Darlingstreefarm.com 

DEBOOVER FAMILY FARMS, LLC 
1382 County Road 23 

Phelps, NY 14532 

315-548-3446 

DENISI FLOORING 
Vince, Nancy and Jeremy Denisi  

21 Kendall St. Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

315-462-6600 

denisiflooring@gmail.com 

FRAMING BY FRANK ALLEN 
1431 Route 5&20 

Geneva, NY 14456 

315-945-0470 

frank@framingbyfrank.com 

PHELPS HOMETOWN PHARMACY 
110 Main St. 

Phelps, NY  

315-548-9454 

 

OTTC 
Ontario & Trumansburg Telephone Company  

75 Main St. Phelps, NY 14532 

866-353-7209 

Customerservice@ottctel.com 

VIENNA CAFÉ & CONSIGNMENT 
102-1 Main St.  

Phelps, NY 14532 

585-406-4599 

315-318-1041 
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PHELPS COMMUNITY HIS TORICAL SOCIETY  

66 Main Street  
Phelps, NY 14532  
 

 

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!  


