President Mart VanKirk
Board of Trustees
Ron Grube
Barbara Gillespie
Tom Cheney
Marilyn DeRuyter

Nicole Fess

Phelps Community

Historical Society

November/December 2021
Volume 29 Issue 257

Gary Jones,
Len Kataskas
Ann Oaks

Jane Pedersen
Sarah Riegel
Director
Diane Goodman

LINQUEST. »

STORE OF QUALITY,

Maynard L. Linquest Department Store, Phelps, N. V.

Babcozsk Rilock memt 1o Paelps Hnies, Phelps, N. VY.

L

We are too busy to write anvatnlv. but not to
Wish Evervone A Yery Merry Christmas |

Toyland and Many Useful Gifts Complete.

IR R O R I T SRR S SRR (RS TR PR

— et |

The Phelps Citizen December 23, 1937



From the Director’s Desk...another year gone by

As this newsletter goes to press, many of us will be
preparing for the upcoming holidays. Here at the
Howe House we are anticipating the visit of 200
Midlakes students, 1st and 2nd graders. The tree in
the Oak Room has been beautifully decorated, Santa
figurines and old toys are on display, and the model
trains are on a new layout and ready to run. Since the
students were not able to visit last year, they will be
attending our Christmas program for the first time.

Looking back, 2021 was a good year. We have 23
new members in our organization, and four past
members have rejoined. One of the ways the PCHS
gains new members is through the sharing of
newsletters. Membership dues contribute to
operating expenses and being a member shows
support for the work that is done by the Board of
Trustees and volunteers: collection care, record
keeping, building maintenance, programming,
fundraising and much more.

We were very pleased to be able to hold an “Open
House” in July for the PCS Alumni and be open the
following Saturday during the Sauerkraut festival. The
“Cemetery Walk” program was well attended; next
year we hope to be able to provide more
programming.

In October the PCHS participated in the Phelps
Weekend at the Genesee Country Village and
Museum in Mumford and had a table at the Phelps
Arts Center during the Holiday Bazaar December 4.

People seemed to be out and about more this year,
some passing through Phelps on their way to another
destination and finding the Howe House a point of
interest in the travel guides that mention the two-

story outhouse as a
“must  seel”  Since %
March, over 75 tours, =
lasting 45 minutes to
over an hour, were
given that included the Howe House and Carriage
House (I wear comfortable shoes every day!) One of
the frequent comments is about how much there is
to see in the museum.

The outhouse roof has undergone much needed
repairs and the kitchen project will have been
completed when we reopen after our winter closing
on Wednesday March 2. The room will have the look
of a 1920s-1930s farmhouse with a Kalamazoo
stove, ice box, farmhouse sink and other display
items while being a functioning kitchen to allow food
preparation for events.

Our new website phelpsnyhistory.com has
expanded our potential to share Phelps history, and
includes maps and yearbooks. Memberships may be
renewed or started online, donations made.

Thank you to everyone who made a donation,

renewed their membership or joined the
organization this year, attended an event,
volunteered or took the time to stop in and visit. The
PCHS is here to serve the community, both present
and future. We appreciate your support and look
forward to the coming year!
Please note the Annual Meeting and elections will
not be held in January this year, but most likely in
the Spring. Advance notice will be in the PCHS
newsletter one month prior.

Diane Goodman

Attention Snowbirds

The past year has found people having to change their plans for travel.
Please be advised that unless we are notified otherwise, the PCHS Newsletter
Summer/Winter mailing addresses will continue as on record.

Please contact our office if you need to update or would like to verify
your newsletter mailing schedule.
Call 315-548-4940 or
email histsoc2@gmail.com




Electric Lights in the Village of Phelps

During a recent tour with visitors from Oswego, NY | talked about John Q Howe’s sons bringing electric lights to the
village of Phelps. The question was asked “ where did the power come from?”. Since | did not have the answer, | was mo-
tivated to do some research and learned another chapter in Phelps history. The answer has been sent to the visitor who

asked the question and is found below.

Diane Goodman

In 1884, 10 new oil street lamps were installed in the
village of Phelps. These were the first lights in town. About
1895, Dr. John Q Howe’s son Frank established the first
electric power station in Phelps. It was built just west of the
Howe Mills and used water power from the raceway (water
channel) from Howe’s Pond, just west of William Street by
the bridge. They could also use steam power in case water
power was insufficient.

At first power was only sold to the village to light the
streets, but was later sold to individuals. The first private
customers were Frank Howe himself and H.O. Palmer. In
1895, the company John Q Howe’s Sons (Frank H. and the
twins William A. and Pearley P.) signed a contract with the
village to supply electricity.

The lamps were to burn thirty minutes after sunset
continuously until midnight, every night during the term of
the agreement, except the nights when there was a full
moon, and three nights before and three nights after the
moon became full. The village agreed to pay the rate of
twelve hundred dollars per year in quarterly payments for
the electric lighting.

Electric power was provided by John Q Howe's Sons
until 1910 when the company was sold to Central New York
Gas and Electric Company. In 1911 the village of Phelps
signed a five year contract with that company. In June 1912
a new power house was built on the corner of Jay and
Exchange Streets. Power was brought into this station by
high power transmission. Bill Burns, and Percy Condit,

A copy of the contract is in the PCHS files. The firm of father of Francis Condit, were the installers and caretakers

John Q Howe’s Sons agreed to “light the Village of Phelps
with electric lights of the arc system for the term of four
years and six months, beginning with the first day of March
1896 and ending with the last day of August 1900, with
thirty three latest pattern carbon arc lamps of fifteen
hundred C.P. lights, to be strictly number one in quality”.

East Main Street, looking West.

of the early village electrical system.

In 1900, electricity was installed in the school building,
and telephones became available, although some
individuals had been experimenting with them before then.
Source: (200 Years of the Town of Phelps by John
Parmelee pp. 66, 89-90, 97)

Phelps, NY Early 1900s ( Embankment at turn to Lester Road )

Phelps, N. Y.

East Main Street, looking West.




Historic Records of the Town of Phelps Sarah Landschoot Riegel

The Phelps Community Historical Society holds in it’s collection many historical records for our town,
groups and organizations (existing and some that no longer exist), business ledgers, and personal ledgers
and writings. They are housed in our archives collection which is currently being sorted and inventoried by a
very dedicated volunteer.

Once these records are inventoried, we will have a
better idea of what we have documentation of and can
work to interpret the information. Interpreting and
reporting the information will enrich our history and
the stories of Phelps. The record | selected to discuss is
the “Record of Strays for the Town of Phelps.” The
entries give us almost a full century of Phelps history,
from 1803-1882.

Our first settler, John Decker Robison, came to
Phelps in 1789. A record from about 15 years later than
the founding that is still legible, not destroyed by fire or
water, misplaced, or lost is remarkable. Most entries in
this specific book are recorded in the same structure
with little variation except the description of the
animal’s coloring and pattern and the mark that is
possibly on the animal, a notch or branding on the ear.

Records of Strays for the Town of Phelps

The first entry reads:

Came into enclosure of the subscriber E

in the month of May last a red or brownish : ' e ﬁ.}/‘:%
heifer with some white about it. The heifer
one year old past and hasnt any artificial
marks whoever claims the property is desired
to prove Property pay charges and take her
away —

Phelps November 19th 1803 John Newhall

The earliest portion of this book contains the signatures

of not only very early Phelps residents, who helped to
found our town and surrounding areas, but also those who
fought in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and
created businesses and industries that left a lasting
impression on our town. Some of the last names you will
surely recognize:
Burnett, Coykendall, Crittenden, Ferguson, Granger,
Hofman, Humphrey, Ottley, Parrish, Robison, Salisbury,
Simmons, Swift, Vanauken, Vandemark, Vansickle, Warner,
Westfall, Wooden.

Organizing and a clear inventory of this documentation is
only the first step. Next will be an index of these books and ledgers. These items will be a great research tool
for both genealogy and general history. We are lucky to have volunteers who understand the need for this
work, and the long term importance of getting these stories of Phelps out to the public.




Annual Wreath Sale Successful Fundraiser

Once again, thanks to the
generous donation of wreaths
from Mary Ellen Darling, the time
and talent of volunteers, and
support from our members and
the community, the PCHS Annual
Wreath Sale was a successful
fundraiser!

Bows were made and
decorations assembled for the
40 wreaths by Roberta Leu and

3, JBVLL Py
== her helpers Marilyn DeRuyter, ¢ : ) ‘
" Nicole Fess, Rosa Grube and OL? :

- ‘ /x> ﬁgi’ )

)| Sarah Riegel.

Thank you
Mary Ellen Darling!

This past Spring, the appearance of a few new
businesses on Main Street brought the
realization that, while the PCHS has photos of
past businesses ( black and white ), we do not
have photos of the more recently established
businesses in the village.

The idea of documenting the Business District
in the Village of Phelps was presented to Barry
Lee. He took on the project and did a wonderful
job. The PCHS now has an 8 x 11 color photo
of each store front or building, with the owners
standing out front if available; from the Cheney
Funeral Home to the OTTC equipment garage,
Bonnie’s Beauty Boutique to the Old Mill Hot
Dog Stand. An exhibit of past and present
businesses is being planned for next year.

Barry took the photographs, printed them out
and gave a copy to the business owners,
creating goodwill on behalf of our organization.

// : : / - "\ :
Phelps Hometown Pharmacy —since November 1, 2010

Toni Thompson, Pharmacist and Owner,
Denise Chambers and Daphne Signaowich

Thank you Barry Lee!



THE LONG WAY HOME: An American Journey from Ellis Island to the Great War

A true story by David Laskin

Very interesting history lesson
as we follow twelve immigrants
coming to America from Europe
for different reasons and at
different times at the turn of the
last century. These men and
their families came to this
country in search of freedom
and opportunity.  When the
nation went to war in 1917, they
in uniform and fought on the

THE LONG
WAY HOME

returned to Europe
front lines.
Learning about the old countries, every family
departed with a store of memories, fears, terrible
regrets, and wild expectations of what America will
be like. Peter, from Belfast, joined his sister in Butte,
Montana. Samuel, a Jew from Lotz, Poland, “there
was no life in our town, no doctors, if you got sick,
no one ever left accept to pass away or move to
America. Among the various arguments for going
was the poverty among the common people and the
hopelessness of ever amounting to anything.”
Between the 1880s and 1920 was the largest
population shift in human history: Germans,
Scandinavians, Irish, Dutch, and Russians came to
America's shores, thru Ellis Island settling all across
the United States. “The new arrivals changed the face
of America, it went beyond the proliferation of
foreign languages, the darkening complexions, the
pungent smell of city streets at suppertime. It was
more a matter of available muscle to dig tunnels,
extract ore, wash clothes, man production lines. New

Book review by Marcia Maslyn

sources of labor and technology came together to
foment America's industrial revolution.

As immigrants settled, they tended to settle together
creating 'colonies' or section ghettos comfortable with
same familiar language and customs. Teddy Roosevelt
and others could see problems and put it into words
on the National stage. Not concerned with the taint of
inferior racial strains, he firmly believed “that the new
immigrants could become good Americans, even good
warriors, but only if they cleansed themselves of any
allegiance to their countries of origin.” “We have
room for but one flag, the American flag, one
language, the English language and one loyalty, and
that is to the American People”

Kocak, Alpine peasant by birth, proved to be a
natural fit in the American military; Matej born in
Slovak Republic, drifted from job to job until he
showed up at US Marine Corp passing the medical
examination and signed on. When America declared
war in 1917 many other immigrants signed on, some
were drafted, many just wanted to fast forward their
citizenship papers. The reader learns much about our
country during this time as we follow the immigrants
thru basic training, being shipped back across the
ocean that they crossed once already and joining the
fight to help the Allies win, putting an end to the
“Great War”.

Laskin does a really good job of follow-up stories
on the “soldiers” who fought for a country not of their
birth but which held the hope and opportunity of a
better way of life.

Close Saturday January 1, 2022
Reopen Wednesday March 2, 2022
We will be checking phone messages

and emails during this time

PCHS Office and
Howe House Museum

Winter hours




MEMBERSHIP and DONATION FORM

If “Reminder” is highlighted please renew your membership.
If “Final Notice” is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid.

Application: New ____ Renewal Gift Send membershipcard___ For Office use:
Individual: $20.00 Family: $30.00 _ Business: $50.00 Member #:
Name: Date Revd:
Address: Check #:
Summer/Winter Address: Amt. Revd:
(If different from above) Exp. Date:
Dates in effect: Computer:
Phone: E-Mail: Index Card:
Member Card:

DONATION: Amount

In memory of (Optional):

In honor of (Optional):

Thank you to the following for their support of the PCHS!

Ron and Pam Raes Geneva, NY

Welcome New Member

Nancy A Turner Phelps, NY

Welcome Back!

Membership Renewals

John and Billee Altman
Janet Bankert
Ann Bost
Chip Britting
Florence Chaintreuil
Gary and Dorothy Colvin
Denisi Flooring
Barbara Grzymkowski
Robert D Hofer
Dan and Dorothy Hurdle
Gary and Karen Jones
Lonnie Lincoln
Mary McAllister
Patricia Rittler
Eileen Ryan
Ed VanDyne
Sherry Wilkes

Donation
Ed VanDyne

in honor of Patricia Bennett

Time and Talent
Billee Altman
Carol Conklin
Dorothy Colvin

Marilyn DeRuyter
Bonnie Dixon
Nicole Fess
Barb Gillespie
Robyn Grube
Ron Grube
Rosa Grube
Dennis King
Gary Jones
Roberta Leu
Dana Mark
Marcia Maslyn
Sarah Riegel
Mart VanKirk
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