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PCHS 2025 Annual Appeal

The Phelps Community Historical Society exists to collect and tell stories of
Phelps. We gather both information and artifacts then fulfill our mission by
utilizing our archives and collections in exhibits, programs, events and
publications. The Howe boiler dying in January and the yankee gutters leaking
in September caused unbudgeted expenditures. The financial support of our
communities will allow us to continue our mission and serve future generations.
Every contribution, no matter the amount, makes a difference and is greatly
appreciated. Our Annual Appeal mailing will be out in November, so please

watch for it.
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Annual Appeal donations can be made online at:
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/store/p32/Annual Fund Drive.html

or use the qr code ----- >

Annual Fund D

New Members Wish List

13 New Members so far for 2025! Stereoscope View Cards

Do you know someone that would like to become a | {g50g or 30’s bicycle (donate or loan)
member or volunteer?
Business Memberships & Sponsors

We have openings on our
Board of Trustees!

New Members & Volunteers

Family Histories & Memories

Check out the Phelps Community Historical Society website at
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com
Or use the QR code —>



https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/store/p32/Annual_Fund_Drive.html
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/

Membership Renewals

Janet Walpole
Henry Cyphert
Edward Rockefeller
Roger Peck
Diane Goodman
Ed Maslyn
Daniel Westfall
Shirley Wikiera
John & Diane Salisbury
Nancy Turner
Mary Peake
Sue Beckman
Pamela Caroscio
Kenny Sontheim
Carol Conklin
Jackie Dyke Farrington
Tom Cheney

Sue Van Camp
Susan Gover-Lee
John & Helen Willson
Gary Yancey
Robert Pulver
Cheryl Chester
Chris & Alicia Tiffany
Mary Ann Gier
Charles Case
June Avery
Robert Bankert
Jane Pederson
Eileen M. Ryan
Lee & Sharon DeRuyter
Leon Willson
Muriel Shannon

Monetary Donations
Mart VanKirk - CLGA

John & Diane Salisbury
June Avery
Rebecca Bennett
Phelps Central School Alumni

In Memoriam
Nancy Case
1/23/51 to 9/23/25
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Memorial Donations
Mary Peake
In Memory of Jean McDonald

Pamela Caroscio
In Memory of Marion E. Donnelly

Robert Bankert
In Memory of the Bankert Family

2025 Annual Appeal
Eliana Valora




Some of Us are at that Age - The Attic Clean-Out Age!

What should we do with board games from the 1900s? Remember those days?
With Dad's toys from 19307 All of Gramma's paintings? The family photos with
names on the back? Diaries? Family histories? Family trees? Yearbooks? The
PCHS mission is to collect and tell the stories of Phelps. Your attic (cellar? closet?
garage?) items may all be a part of those stories! If you would like to donate your
“stories” please tell us about your treasures. Our Curator will review your
information and contact you to discuss a possible donation.

call 315-548-4940 or (¢)
email histsoc2@gmail.com or :

submit our web form at
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com /donate-items.html or 5
use the qr code ----- > Donate ltems
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Annual Holiday Wreath Sale

Thank you again Darling Tree Farm for donating the wreaths.
https:/ /www.darlingstreefarm.com/

Prepaid orders. Only 40 Wreaths Available
Wreath with Bow: $30 Red / White / Silver / Blue
Wreath Fully Decorated: $35

PICK UP ONLY at Howe House Carriage House
Friday, November 21, 2025 10 to 3
Saturday, November 22, 2025 Noon to 2
Wednesday, November 26, 2025 10 to 3

To place an order stop in or call the Howe House
at 315-548-4940 before November 20th or online at:

https://www.phelpsnvhistorv.com/store/p23/Wreath.html )
Or use the QR code >
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Think about this.
Is there an event idea you would like to share with us?
We would like to hear your ideas!
If you have an event idea you would like to share with us please fill
out the form at https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/events.htm

Wreath Sale



mailto:histsoc2@gmail.com
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/donate-items.html
https://www.darlingstreefarm.com/
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/store/p23/Wreath.html
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/events.html

Seeley B. Parish Post 457 of the American Legion - Phelps, NY
2011 article by Tom Baker

Seeley B. Parish (for whom the Post was named), was a brother of Nellie Eacker,
wife of Charles Eacker (the Main St., Phelps funeral home director). He served in
World War 1 in Co. I, 307" Infantry. He died in a hospital in France from
pneumonia on Nov. 20, 1918 — nine days after the signing of the Armistice.

On October 3, 1919, the first meeting of the Post was held in the Phelps Town
Hall. Seventeen men were present, namely: Stuart Caves, Francis Henry, Edward
Lynch, Tom Welch, Russell Vincent, John DeMattis, Frank Courtright, Maxwell
Humphrey, John Hennessy, Charles Burtis, Bernard Yahn, Stephen Anagost,
Oliver Crothers, Bert Greenwood, George Fish, Leon Rhodes and myself (James F.
Cudebec).

The election of officers was held with the following veterans filling the offices:
Commander, Maxwell Humphrey; 15 Vice Comm. Stuart Caves; 2™ Vice Comm.
Thomas Welch; 3™ Vice Comm. Russell Vincent; Adjutant, Oliver Crothers: and
Finance Officer, James F. Cudebec. Annual dues were $2.00. It is interesting to
note that there was one Army Nurse in the Post. She was Elizabeth VanWinkle,
who is buried in Junius.

There were never over 7-15 members who attended meetings. The G.A.R. (Grand
Army of the Republic) was active at this time and were meeting in the room above
the drugstore for which the Town paid the rent. They invited the post to meet in
their room which they did. All they had to pay for was the use of the room and
one cord of wood per year.

All of the G.A.R. members were made as Honorary members of the Legion Post.

August 22, 1920, it was decided that they needed a place of their own, so they
rented Gibson Hall” (the 3™ floor over Syl’s Place, The Phelps Hometown
Pharmacy, The Astoria Restaurant and C.J. Creations.) The rear room which ran
the entire length of the building was what was called “Gibson Hall” then owned
by Charles Garlock, (local banker) for the rent of $180 per year. On May 22,
1921, they purchased Gibson Hall for $1800, and on January 2, 1930 sold it to
the Masonic Lodge for $500.

After that financial loss they moved in the room over Haer’s store and in 1930 the

Village Board made a change in the Fire Department, consolidating four

companies into one. The Village Board gave the use of the room in the Village Hall

on Church St. which had been formerly occupied by the White Hose Co. rent free.
Continued on page 5




The largest membership was in 1924 when they had 38 members. There were
members from all over the Country - Colorado, North Carolina, Morristown, PA
and from the nearby communities of Syracuse, Rochester, Geneva and Lyons.

One of the biggest projects of the Post was the Flood Relief Program for victims in
the Ohio and Mississippi Valley floods in January 1937. 234 donors gave over
30,000 pounds of farm produce and canned goods for flood relief.

Over the years there were many money making affairs as well as social ones and
they received a great deal of help through the efforts of the Auxiliary. They held
dances, dinners, a fair, card parties, smokers, wrestling matches, boxing matches
and Bingo.

The older members can remember when slot machines were given a ride in a local
hearse to avoid being seized by the law enforcement officers who made a raid on
the Legion; also when films suitable for smokers were carefully placed in a rain
gutter to avoid a tangle with the law...”

The above excerpt was taken from a history believed to be written by Jim
Cudebec who was a veteran of WWI and Town Historian.

Post 457 members have served their community and country with tremendous
courage and conviction. After their military duties, these members have returned
home to become vibrant members of the community. They work faithfully to honor
the lives of fallen comrades and foster patriotism and pride through Veterans Day
and Memorial Day celebrations.

We would not be where we are today were it not for these Pillars of the
Community. All of us enjoy the freedoms these veterans fought for. The entire
community has benefited from their countless hours of volunteering and their
enormous financial donations to the Community that make Phelps such a great
place to live.

Please thank a local veteran
and
the body of veterans at Post 457
for all they do!




Phelps before Ames, K-Mart, Family Bargain Center & Walmart

If you are older than 65, you might remember a village that looked a lot different
from the Phelps of today. Younger people from the village might be surprised that
you could have grown up in Phelps without the need to leave it. Think about that.
Unless you had to go to a hospital or wanted to go to college, pretty much
everything you needed could be found within the village limits.

Here is a list, in no particular order, of what you could find or do in the village in
the 1950’s and 1960’s but cannot do or find today. There were two new car
dealerships, two clothing stores, two grocery stores, a variety store, a liquor store,
a florist shop, a paint store, a jewelry store, a lumber yard, a hardware store, six
gas stations, a movie theater, two sauerkraut factories, a machine shop, an iron
works, a train station, a miniature golf course, two medical doctors, a law office
and a school. You probably can add to this list. The point is: when people say
that Phelps never changes, you might read this to them!

Dr. Ronald R. Grube
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The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html

Upcoming Shows

“8x8 - Inexpensive Original Art for You ” 11/21/25t0 11/29/25
“Neighborhoods Then and Now” 11/21/25to 12/06/25
“Julie Wasson - A Collection” 12/06/25 to 12/27/25

The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts operates under a Not-for Profit 501(c)(3)
held and is supported by the Phelps Community Historical Society. Your
donations will help the Gallery continue bringing art and visitors to downtown
Phelps.The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts offers over twenty exhibits a year
with a direct eye on diversity in what is shown. We also offer classes, workshops,
kids’ events, artist talks, readers theatre, and participation in many community
events. We are a unique, diverse, professional gallery space and we are growing
daily. There are new horizons for us very soon!

Donations can be made online at:
https:/ /www.phelpsnvhistory.com/store/p87/Country Lawyver Gallery of the Arts.html

or use the qr code ----- >
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Donate CLGA



https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/store/p87/Country_Lawyer_Gallery_of_the_Arts.html

Memberships and Donation
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If you see this next to
your mailing label, it's
time to renew your
membership!

Membership "Donate

Membership Form
Household Membership: $25.00 Business Membership: $50.00
Dues may be paid by check or online.
Please call 1 315-548-4940 with any questions!
Pay online at https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/memberships.html

or
Mail your check and this form to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532
Name: Office use Only
Address: Date Rcvd:
Winter Address: (If any): Check #:
Dates Winter Address in effect: Amt. Rcvd:
Phone: Exp. Date:
Email: Member #:
Type: New: Renewal: Gift: Computer:

Donation Form
Donations of several types may be made by check or online.
Please call 1 315-548-4940 with any questions!
Donate online at https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/donate-financially.html
or
Mail your check and this form to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532

Amount Type Note

In Memory of

In Honor of

Operating Expenses
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CL Gallery of the Arts

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION
It can be as simple as including PCHS in your will or naming
PCHS in your life insurance policy. Learn more at
https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/planned-giving8203.html

or use the gr code ----- > ©

Legacy Giving
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PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532

Follow Us On
Ingtagram!

Like Ug On
Facebook!
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Volunteers are unpaid; not because they are
worthless, but because they are priceless!

PCHS President
Mart VanKirk
Vice President
Ron Grube
Secretary
Sarah
Landschoot-Riegel
Treasurer
Len Kataskas

Trustees
Billee Altman
Rayne Hammond-Benz
Gary Jones
Dennis King
Barry Lee
Jane Pedersen
Cathy Scott
Janet Walpole

Howe House Museum
66 Main Street Phelps, NY
14532
(315) 548-4940

Administrator
Lynn White
Administrative
Assistant
Holly Thoelke

E-mail:
histsoc2@gmail.com
Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com

Museum Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday:

10 am - 4 pm
Or by Appointment

Country Lawyer Gallery of
the Arts
7 Church Street Phelps, NY
14532
Director
Michael Nash (585)-789-0017

Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-galler
y.html

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday & Wednesday:
1 pm -4 pm
Thursday:

1 pm - 7pm
Friday:

3 pm - 7pm
Saturday:

10 am to S pm
Or by Appointment




