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                                            “Excuse My Dust” 

On July 12, 1912, E.B. Partridge (Edward Bellamy) a Phelps resident, began a 

cross-country journey, with a relief driver and others, in a 1910 Matheson Six, 
from Phelps, NY to San Diego, CA covering a distance of 4,500 miles over 35 days, 

arriving in San Diego on September 14, 1912.  A diary was completed by E.B.  
Partridge of the trip, which was found in the attic of a home in Minneapolis, MN 
50 years later!  The original diary with the original photos, was sent to the 

then Town Historian, Don Tiffany from Bruce Taylor, the owner of the home where 
the diary was found.  The original diary and  

photos are on display at the Howe House!    
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Welcome New Members! 
 

Karen Moracco 
 

Membership Renewals 
 

Dave Bloom 

Leo Meath & Family 

Margaret Cauwels 

Lucille Rockefeller 

Doris Wells 

Patricia Rittler 

Dennis King 

Bruce & Sharon Croucher 

Andrew Oaks 

Doris Spink 

Charles Conklin 

Kathleen Quigley 

Maureen Quigley 

Roberta Leu 

Barbara Rickard 

John & Judith Parmelee 

Glen & D Ann Webster 

Geoffrey Whiting 

Mary McAllister 

Mark & Sandy Case 

Marcia Scherbyn 

Sharon Scherbyn 

Michael & Jeanne King-Leonard 

Pat Jones 

Patricia Vanscoy 

Elizabeth S. Homer 

Robert Pensworth 

Linda Nieskes 

Nancy Caves & Woody Travis 

Boni Overslaugh 

Cynthia Atkinson 

Barbara DeCook 

Kathy Burnett 

Gary & Dorothy Colvin 

Frederick Kirch 

Thomas & Margery Stallman 

Marion Donnelly 

 

Memorial Donations 
 

Barbara Rickard  
In Memory of Marian Dunning Falkey 

 

Kathleen Quigley 
In Memory of Bob & Pat Quigley 

 

John & Judith Parmelee 
In Memory of John & Mildred Parmelee  

 
Mark & Sandy Case 

In Memory of Jean Naukam 
 

Karen Moracco 
In Memory of Rose Smith 

 
Michael & Jeanne King-Leonard  
In Memory of Eleanore Ridley 

 
Cynthia Atkinson 

In Memory of Eldon W. Clement 
 

Goodman Enterprises 
In Memory of Muriel Goodman 

 
Marion Donnelly 

In Memory of Robert Donnelly 
&  

Raymond Donnelly 

Monetary Donations 
Janet Throne 

Phelps Hometown Pharmacy 
Elizabeth S. Homer 

Gary & Dorothy Colvin 

Frederick Kirch 

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all our  

wonderful  
volunteers for their time and  

Dedication! 

Updated Contact Information 

 

Please let us know if your address,  
phone number, or email address has 

changed so we may keep in contact with 

our members!  Also, are any members 
interested in a digital newsletter? 
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Upcoming PCHS Events 
 
 
• Fox Sisters Presentation - Thursday, June 5, 2025 - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

By Tracy Murphy – Director from Historic Palmyra 

Spirituality in the Mid-1800’s 

• Hay Carrier Demo/Gary & Karen Jones - Sat., June 14, 2025 - 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

(Rain Date:  Saturday, June 21, 2025)  

Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

 

 

 

 

 

   (Outdoor Presentation by the Carriage House – Bring a Chair!) 

• Phelps Community Center (PCC) - Thursday, July 3, 2025 

                       Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

    Summer Youth Program Tour  

• Phelps Central School - 5th Annual Alumni Reunion -Thurs., July 31, 2025 

     11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

    Club 86, 86 Avenue E, Geneva, NY 

        Billee Altman-585-732-4591.  Call with any questions. 

VINTAGE WEDDING GOWNS NOW ON DISPLAY! 

The ROC Diggers, a Rochester Club of Metal Detection and Exploration Services,  

performed an exploration on the grounds of the Howe House, with a presentation on 
what was found, at our May 3rd program.  They also showcased items they have found 

over the years, which was fascinating! 
This club is always looking to explore new grounds, so if you are interested in inviting 

them to your property, please contact Doug Craven @ 585-802-1458. 

 

Looking for members to host one of our monthly programs!   

Do you have a passion or career you would like to share with the 

members!  Let us know! 

Gary & Karen Jones of Phelps have been  

demonstrating hay carriers or trollies for about eight 

years.  They enjoy including the young people and  

engaging with the audience about their memories of 

the haying process and the hay carriers.  
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Come on this journey with us over the summer in our upcoming newsletters!  We have over   

fifty photos to display as this adventurous group traveled the 1912 frontier. 
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On July 18, 1912, departing Goshen, Indiana, their trunk rack 
gave way, and they took it in as a passenger!  This is one of the 

many mishaps during their trip! 



6 

 6 

 

Previous Show - Plein Air Fest Exhibit Submissions           

 

 
  

 

  
 

 

 

THE COUNTRY LAWYER GALLERY OF THE ARTS 
 

 “Kevin McGowen” and “The Erie - Art Perspectives on Our Favorite Canal”       

 

          Friday, May 9, 2025 

            through 

             Saturday, June 30, 2025 

  
      “The Erie Canal In Art & History” 

Presentation by Ronald Grube, Ph.D. -  Saturday, May 24, 2025 @ 2 p.m. 

(seating limited at the Gallery) 

 REMEMBERING A FEW OF OUR LOCAL SERVICEMEN ON MEMORIAL DAY 

   Arthur Floyd Conklin 

World War II 

7/21/1889 

 to  

11/4/1966 

Arthur Floyd Conklin 

Home Defense  

Reserve of  

New York State 

Honorable Discharge 

William A. Conklin 

Korean War 

1/12/32  

to  

10/1/2019 

Upcoming CLGA Event 
“Our Old Neighborhoods with Their Stories - Yesterday and Today” 

 

Friday, June 6, 2025  

through  

Saturday, June 21, 2025 
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MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.  NOT SURE OF THE EXPIRATION DATE? 

PLEASE CALL:   (315) 548-4940 
Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532  or online at phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Application: New:  _______      Renewal:  _______      Gift:  _______                                 

Household:  $25.00                             Business:  $50.00   

 

Note:  We changed our Membership types and amounts effective MAY 1, 2025. 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION! 

                                                                                         Office use only 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:     _______         

Address:  _______________________________________________________    Check #:         _______  

Address: (if different from above):  __________________________________     Amt. Rcvd:      _______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:    _______ 

Months Winter Address in effect:   ___________________________________    Member ID:   _______ 

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Computer:      _______                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

DONATION:  $ _______________                                                                              

                     ______   In Memory of (Optional): __________________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   In Honor of (Optional):   ___________________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   Monetary/Allocate funds to (Optional): _________________________________________________ 

Wish List 
Folding Chairs 

Howe House Garden Donations 

Trash & Recycling Pickup 

Display Cases 

Mannequins (male & female) 

Business Sponsors 

Business Memberships 

New Members 

Volunteers  

Family History & Memories 

Youth Outreach 

Videography 

     Phelps Community Historical Society 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to anyone  

celebrating a birthday during the 
month of May! 
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PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

66 Main Street 
Phelps, NY 14532 

 
Howe House Museum 

66 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
(315) 548-4940 

E-mail:  

histsoc2@gmail.com 
Website:  

phelpsnyhistory.com 
 

Museum Hours: 

Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

& TBD Saturday 
 

Administrator 

Lynn White 
 

Administrative  

Assistant 
Holly Thoelke 

 

 
 

Country Lawyer 
Gallery of the Arts 

7 Church Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
 

Director 

Michael Nash 
(585)-789-0017 

 
Assistant Director 

Kristen Barber 
 

Website:  
phelpsnyhistory.com/

cl-gallery.html 
 

Gallery Hours: 

Monday 1-4 p.m. 
Tuesday 1-4 p.m. 

Thursday 1-7 p.m. 
Friday 3-7 p.m. 

Saturday 10-5 p.m. 

or by appointment.  
Also open during  

community events. 

 
PCHS President 

Mart VanKirk 
 

Vice President 
Ron Grube 

 

Secretary 
Sarah Landschoot-

Riegel 
 

Treasurer 

Len Kataskas 
 

Trustees 

Billee Altman 

Rayne Hammond-Benz 
Gary Jones 

Dennis King 

Barry Lee 
Jane Pedersen 

Cathy Scott 

Janet Walpole 
 
 

 


