
​PLEASE ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM​
​Program Presented by Dr. Ronald R. Grube:​

​HISTORY OF THE LOIS MCCLURE​

​Howe House Museum, Saturday, March 21, 2026 @ 2 p.m.​
​66 Main Street, Phelps, NY​

​From the President:​

​Please attend our Annual Meeting on​
​Saturday, March 21, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.​

​Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY.​

​We will consider a change in our Bylaws and, of course, there will be an election​
​of President and Board of Trustees members. We must have a quorum of (20)​

​twenty to conduct business, so please do your best to attend!​

​Following our brief Annual Meeting, I will present a program about the​
​Port Byron Old Erie Canal Heritage Park and its recent canal boat acquisition!​

​The Lois McClure is an 88-foot-long sailing canal​
​boat that is positioned on the Old Erie Canal bed​

​across the tow path from the restored Erie House saloon.​

​Some time during this year, we hope to have a PCHS​
​excursion to the park. I think you will enjoy what the park offers!​

​Dr. Ronald Grube​

​Phelps Community Historical Society​
​&​

​The Country Lawyer Gallery of The Arts​

​March/April 2026​
​Volume 33 Issue 295​

​!​
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​New Members​
​Who do you know that would like to join​

​our Society?​

​Me​​mbership Renewals​

​Minerva Milliman​
​Brian & Carolyn Burke​
​John & Virginia Bourke​

​Steve Darrow​
​Marty Weigel​

​Sarah Landschoot Riegel​
​Edward McManus​

​Loren Gifford​
​F. Lee Johnson​

​Memorial Donations​
​Vivian & Otis Davis​

​In Memory of​
​Joyce Sherwood​
​Walter Sherwood​

​& Bob Spink​

​Charles Case​
​In Memory of​

​Nancy Jane Sheehan Case​

​John & Lee Parmelee​
​In Memory of Linda Nieskes​

​Edward McManus​
​In Memory of Eleanore Ridley​

​Monetary Donations​
​CAF America​

​Vivian & Otis Davis​
​Steve Darrow​
​Marty Weigel​

​2025 Annual Appeal​

​Loren Gifford​
​Paul Salisbury​
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​UPCOMING PCHS EVENTS @ Howe House Museum, 66 Main St., Phelps​

​●​ ​Annual Meeting & Program - Saturday, March 21, 2026 - 2 to 4 pm​

​The meeting is open to the public, so please invite friends that may be interested in​
​joining our Society!  There will be an interesting program presented by PCHS Board​
​President, Dr. Ronald Grube about the Lois McClure, a replica of an 1862 canal​
​schooner.​

​●​ ​The Women's Suffrage Postcard Era - Thursday, April 16, 2026 - 4 to 5 pm​

​This​​program will be presented by Carol Crossed with Susan B. Anthony Birthplace​
​Museum.  She will be discussing the Women's Suffrage era prior to 1918 as depicted in​
​an original postcard collection.  Please attend what is to be an interesting program!​

​THINK ABOUT THIS​

​Is there an event idea you would like to share with us?  We would like to hear your ideas!​
​If you have an event idea and would like to share your passion, please fill out the form at:​

​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/events.htm​

​On​​1/23/26​​at​​the​​local​​American​​Legion​​Seeley​​B.​​Parish​​Post​​#457​​was​​a​​special​​moment​​in​
​history,​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​here​ ​in​ ​Phelps,​ ​where​ ​we​ ​witnessed​ ​the​ ​ceremony​ ​honoring​ ​102-year-old​
​Master​ ​Sergeant​ ​WWII​ ​Veteran​ ​Addison​ ​C.​ ​Sheckler​ ​receiving​ ​his​ ​French​ ​Legion​ ​of​ ​Honor​
​Medal.​ ​His​​significant​​achievements​​were​​evident​​in​​his​​instrumental​​and​​distinctive​​technical​
​service​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Army’s​ ​radio​ ​transmission​ ​and​ ​cable​ ​telegraphy​ ​communications​ ​field.​ ​He​
​served​ ​his​ ​country​ ​with​ ​bravery​ ​and​ ​courage​ ​for​ ​over​ ​27​ ​years.​ ​His​ ​outstanding​ ​recognition​
​and awards will always be remembered.  Thank you for keeping our freedom alive!​

https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/events.htm


​PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY​
​BY-LAWS​

​Submitted to Board 2/8/2026​

​Approved by members   _________​

​1 - President​
​The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and meetings of the Board of Trustees. The​
​President shall appoint all standing committees.​

​2 - Vice President​
​The Vice President, in the absence of the President, shall perform all duties of the President. Should the​
​President be unable to complete the term of office, the Vice President will serve as President until a Society​
​election of a new President.​

​3 - Board of Trustees​
​The Board of Trustees, as a trust body, must establish a financial program which will ensure the receipt of​
​sufficient funds annually to support the work of the Society and must authorize and support the Society’s​
​annual budget.​

​4 - Trustees​
​Each Trustee is expected to be actively engaged in at least one committee of the PCHS. Trustees are required​
​to attend all Board meetings unless excused by the President. Three unexcused absences from Board​
​meetings in one year may result in dismissal from the Board.​

​5 - Executive Committee​
​Within established limits set by the Board of Trustees the Executive Committee is empowered to accomplish​
​the routine business of the Board of Trustees.​

​6 - Officers, Committee Chairs, Appointed Officials, and Staff​
​All will focus and act on their Charges as said Charges are updated, approved, and documented by the​
​Board of Trustees.​

​7 – Society Membership Dues​
​The annual membership dues will be determined by the Board of Trustees.​

​8 - Society Meeting Quorum​
​At all duly called meetings of the Society, a quorum for the transaction of any business of the Society shall​
​consist of at least twenty (20) members in good standing.​

​9 - Board Meeting Quorum​
​At all duly called meetings of the Board of Trustees, a quorum for the transaction of any business shall​
​consist of a majority of members in good standing.​

​NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF PRESIDENT & BOARD MEMBERS TO TAKE PLACE AT ANNUAL​
​MEETING ON 3/21/26.​
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​NEWSPAPER ARTICLES FROM THE 1920’S​

​Phelps – March 19, 1891 - From the Citizen​

​“Five tramps were lodged in the lockup on Sunday night, and were released the next morning​
​without sentences​​” (Today we wonder where in Phelps was the lockup?)​

​Phelps - March 14, 1901 - From the Citizen​

​“Eggs were quoted at 16 and 18 cents a dozen”​

​Phelps – March 25, 1926 - From the Citizen​

​“The Oaks sand pit at Oaks Corners which one of the industries of the town, has begun​
​operation, the first carload of its products having been shipped a few days ago. The stone crusher​
​works at the Corners will soon be in operation. The first blasts were made last week, and the output​
​will soon begin.”​

​“Scientists say it has taken more than a million years to make us what we are. How many​
​millions of years will it take to make us what we ought to be?”​

​Phelps – April 1, 1926 - From the Citizen​

​“The Phelps High School party on their trip to Washington … will start from the station of the​
​Lehigh Valley railroad at 9:45 on Friday morning, expecting to reach the capitol city at ten o’clock​
​that night.  The local party will comprise the following: Miss Dorothy Bullock, teacher and chaperon,​
​and her sister Miss Helen Bullock, and the Misses Irene Coston, Ethel Crouch, Gladys Caves,​
​Marion Horning, Anna Peck, Ethel Peck, Mildred Vincent, Carrie Vosburg, Lydia Walthart and Alice​
​Woolf, and Charles Courtwight, John Hildreth and Arthur Salisbury.”​ ​(Recognize any of those​
​names?)​

​Phelps - April 11, 1901 - From the Citizen​

​“Lewis and Frank Salisbary and their sister, driving near Unionville on their way to church, had​
​their horse frightened by the firing of a gun. The horse ran away and broke itself from the buggy.”​

​Phelps – April 8, 1926 - From the Citizen​

​“Frank Landschoot and Sam VanHemel expect to start on Sunday by automobile for​
​Cleveland, Ohio and will return on the following Tuesday accompanied by Lewis Landschoot and​
​Frank VanHemel, their brothers, who have been taking courses of training in electric automobile​
​work in the Sweeney school.”​
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​The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts​
​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html​

​Upcoming​​Shows​

​“Portraits of Place/Portraits of Face”                                                         2/20/26 to 3/14/26​
​Ken Riemer - “Invisible Light”                                                                   3/20/26 to 4/11/26​
​*********************************************************************************************************​

​Donations for CLGA can be made online at:​
​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/store/p87/Country_Lawyer_Gallery_of_the_Arts.html​

​or use the QR code​ ​—------------------>​

​Thank you to Vivian & Otis Davis for their donation to the CLGA!​

​****************************************************************************************************​

​In Commemoration of the 250​​th​ ​Anniversary​​of the American Revolution in 2026​

​The PCHS has selected​​GORDON GRANGER​​as our​​historic Phelps individual​​chosen to be​
​showcased and highlighted at the May 1​​st​ ​exhibit in the Ontario County Historical Society.​

​This individual represents ideals of our nation’s founding principles, had lived in Phelps at an​
​early age and made a positive difference in the lives of so many others. The individuals chosen​

​within the county will have their own 28” x 60” panel hung within the exhibit.  As you may​
​know, as a Major General in the Army, he initiated an order on June 19, 1865, to proclaim​

​freedom for all enslaved people in Texas, marking the origin of the Juneteenth holiday and the​
​end of slavery.​

​PCHS WISH LIST​

​Sterescope View Cards​
​1920’s or 1930’s bicycle​

​(donate or loan)​
​Antique Wicker Porch Furniture​

​Folding Chairs​
​Board Members​

​Business Members & Sponsors​
​New Members & Volunteers​
​Family Histories & Memories​

​Check out the Phelps Community​
​Historical Society website at:​

​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com​
​Or use the QR Code​
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​Memberships & Donations​

​←​
​If you see this​​NEXT TO​
​YOUR MAILING LABEL​​,​
​it is time to renew your​

​membership!​

​Membership Form​
​Household Membership: $25.00​ ​Business Membership: $50.00​

​Dues may be paid by check or online.​
​Please call (315) 548-4940 with any questions!​

​Pay online at​​https://​​www.phelpsnyhistory.com/memberships.html​
​or​

​Mail your check and this form to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532​
​Name:___________________________________________________________​
​Address:_________________________________________________________​
​Winter Address: (If any):__________________________________________​
​Dates Winter Address in effect:___________________________________​
​Phone:___________________________________________________________​
​Email:___________________________________________________________​
​Type: New:_______ Renewal:_______ Gift:_______​

​Office use Only​
​Date Rcvd:____________​
​Check #:______________​
​Amt. Rcvd:____________​
​Exp. Date:____________​
​Member #:____________​
​Computer:____________​

​Donation Form​
​Donations of several types may be made by check or online.​

​Please call 1 315-548-4940 with any questions!​
​Donate online at​​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/donate-financially.html​

​or​
​Mail your check and this form to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532​

​Amount​ ​Type​ ​Note​

​$​ ​In Memory of​

​$​ ​In Honor of​

​$​ ​Operating Expenses​

​$​ ​CL Gallery of the Arts​

​PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION​
​It can be as simple as including PCHS in your will or naming​

​PCHS in your life insurance policy. Learn more at​
​https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/planned-giving8203.html​

​or use the QR code  ----->​
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​PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY​
​66 Main Street​
​Phelps, NY 14532​

​Volunteers are unpaid; not because they are​
​worthless, but because they are priceless!​
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​P​​CHS President​
​Ron Grube​

​Vice President​
​Len Kataskas​

​Secretary​
​Sarah Landschoot-Riegel​

​Treasurer​
​Open Office​

​Trustees​
​Billee Altman​

​Rayne Hammond Benz​
​Gary Jones​

​Jane Pedersen​
​Cathy Scott​

​Mart VanKirk​
​Janet Walpole​

​Howe House Museum​
​66 Main Street​

​Phelps, NY 14532​
​(315) 548-4940​

​Administrator​
​Lynn White​

​Administrative Assistant​
​Holly Thoelke​

​E-mail:​
​histsoc2@gmail.com​

​Website:​
​phelpsnyhistory.com​

​Museum Hours​

​TEMPORARILY CLOSED​
​January 1, 2026​

​through​
​March 17, 2026​

​Tours & Research By​
​Appointment Only​

​The Country Lawyer​
​Gallery of the Arts​

​7 Church Street Phelps, NY 14532​
​(585) 789-0017​

​E-mail​​:​
​51michaeljnash@gmail.com​

​Website:​
​phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html​

​Gallery Hours​
​Monday & Tuesday:​

​1 pm - 4 pm​
​Wednesday:​

​CLOSED​
​Thursday​

​1 pm to 7 pm​
​Friday:​

​3 pm - 7pm​
​Saturday:​

​10 am to 5 pm​
​Sunday:​
​CLOSED​


