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Welcome New Members! 
Jack Porcello & Family 

Charlene Seeger & Family 
Bishop Kurt Burnette 

Kathleen Fleming 

 

Membership Renewals 
 

Minerva Milliman 

Peter W. Blind & Family 

Susan Galens 

Michael Priebe 

Scott Rishel & Family 

Barb Gillespie 

BJ Hicks 

Cathy & Gilbert Scott 

Marsha Gibbs 

Sean Niles 

Shiela Hall 

Laurie Clark 

Peter & Jean Empson 

Richard & Jeanie Flood 

Clarence & Sharon Curley 

Jacqueline Darrow 

Mary R. Lewis 

Mark & Tracy Falkey 

Constance Mosher 

Gary & Karen Jones 

Nancy Edington 

Carol Lord 

Lois McCann 

Mary R. Narum 

Gary L. Mosher 

Janet Throne 
 

Memorial Donations 
 

Christopher T. Davis 
In Memory of Eleanore Ridley 

 
Chris & Alicia Tiffany  

In Memory of Don & Bev Tiffany 

 

BJ Hicks 
In Memory of John “Jack” Hicks 

 

Barbara VanKirk  
In Memory of Eleanore Ridley 

 

Gary L. Mosher 
In Memory and Honor of 

Bob & Patricia Hussar 

DONATIONS 
2024 Annual Appeal 

Scott Rishel & Family 
 

Monetary Donation 

Shiela Hall 
Janet Throne 

 

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all our  

wonderful  
volunteers for their time and  

dedication. 

In Memoriam 

John “Jack” Hicks 

12/17/1953-2/17/2025 
 

Emme Cortelyou 

1/6/1938-12/11/2024 

Updated Contact Information 

 

Please let us know if your address,  
phone number, or email address has 

changed so we may keep in contact with 

our members!  Also, are any members 
interested in a digital newsletter? 

Welcome to our New Trustee! 
Welcome to our new Trustee,  

Janet Walpole  

on our Board of Directors!   
Thank you for the donation of your 

time! 
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Upcoming PCHS Events 
 
 
 

 

• Annual Meeting & Program - Saturday, April 12, 2025 @ 2 p.m. 
     Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

Program Presented by Dr. Ronald R. Grube: 
“BEFORE PHELPS WAS YOUNG” 

 

• ROC Diggers - Saturday, May 3, 2025 -11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
     Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

     A Rochester Club presentation on Metal Detection and Exploration Services 
 
• Phelps Community Center (PCC) - Thursday, July 3, 2025 

Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

Summer Youth Program Tour    
 

• Fox Sisters Presentation - Thursday, June 5, 2025 - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY 

By Tracy Murphy – Director from Historic Palmyra 

Spirituality in the Mid-1800’s 

• Phelps Central School - 5th Annual Alumni Reunion 
Thursday, July 31, 2025 -11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

      Club 86, 86 Avenue E, Geneva, NY 

Billee Altman-585-732-4591 

Call with any questions. 

TBD - FALL 2025 - TRAIN EXCURSION 

NEW EXHIBIT COMING SOON - VINTAGE WEDDING GOWNS! 
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Humphrey Cemetery 

The Scouts, supported by the Phelps Community Historical Society, are going to work in the 

Humphrey Cemetery. With the help and guidance of David Bloom (an expert on the care and re-

pair of cemetery stones), the scouts will clear the area of debris, clean the stones, and make some 

adjustments to the position of the grave markers. The Historical Society will work with the scouts 

to discover information about some of the people buried there.  

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While visiting the Humphrey Cemetery with Tony Green (the Scout Master) and Dave Bloom I got 

to thinking about George, Oliver and Charles Humphrey and what they likely stood for. George 

and his cousins Oliver and Charles were soldiers fighting against the British in our War for Inde-

pendence. They served in various places along the Hudson River. George and Oliver were taken 

prisoner during their time supporting our cause. 

Here’s something to consider. The New York Colony’s Assembly had become filled with Tories pri-

or to the war and was no longer responsive to the needs of New Yorkers. As the relationship with 

Great Britain was deteriorating, New York decided to create another legislative body (without Brit-

ish sympathizers) called the Provisional Congress. It was set in place to take over the governance 

of New York should New York decide to secede from the Crown.  

On April 19, 1775, The Provisional Congress of New York took control of the place we call New 

York State. On that date, New York ended Royal rule. This was over fourteen months before the 

Declaration of Independence. So what would the Humphreys and others call New York? 

 We were certainly no longer a colony of Great Britian. We were not a state of the United States 

since the U.S. would not exist for another fourteen months. We were nobody’s territory. I guess 

the nearest term to use is an Independent Country. Tell that to the Texans who like to claim that 

they were the only independent country to join the United States. Back to Oliver, Charles and 

George. 

What were the Humphrey’s fighting for? That is never an easy question to answer. One thing, I 

think is easy to say, is that they were likely not fighting for the United States. Few people had any 

concept about the United States at the time. For sure, they were fighting for New York - whatever 

they understood it to be. By the time the three Humphreys moved to Phelps, the concept of the 

“these United States” was a bit clearer but not yet cast in stone.  

Dr. Ronald Grube  from New York State’s History: A brief overview an unpublished work copyright 

2001 by Ronald R. Grube and “The New York Highlands Humphreys and their Descendants” by 

Craig Reed (2022) and “Humphrey Family” Jacqueline Baker Humphrey (1989)  
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Does  

anyone know 

what the 

event was, 

that our 

community 

leaders were 

dressed in 

this 

manner, in 

the early 

1930’s?   

 

Does  

anyone  

recognize 

the location 

these 

photos were  

taken? 
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                  Remember When? 

Did Bruce, Chris or Arthur Ruthven ever 

pump gas for you?  

Lower left: Bowker Carriage Co., which 

was  located on the Northeast corner of 

the Main Street bridge (where the car 

wash is today.) 

Below: Frank De Pauw Gas Station on 

the corner of West Main and Flint Street.

CLGA Events 

The First CLGA Plein Air Fest! 

 
 April 10:   Create Images 
 April 14:     Deliver Artwork to CLGA 

 April 18:     Exhibit Opening 
 April 19:     Meet the Artists Reception:  1:00 pm to 5:00 p.m. 

 
THE COUNTRY LAWYER GALLERY OF THE ARTS 

 

The second round of shows have closed and the new shows are up and ready! 
 

  “Monochrome” and “Boats, Birds and other Bits” 
 

Jeffrey Hoffman gave a workshop on how to write a children’s book for the kids in 

your life, and Alan Mathias played guitar music before the workshop. 

Kristen Barber 

CLGA - Assistant Director 

Art Submission 

Michael Nash 

CLGA - Director 

Art Submission 
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MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.  NOT SURE OF THE EXIRATION DATE? 

PLEASE CALL!  (315) 548-4940 
Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS 66 Main St Phelps, NY 14532  or online at phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Application: New:  _______      Renewal:  _______      Gift:  _______                                 

Individual:  $20.00                                                Family:  $30.00                                         Business:  $50.00   

 

Note:  We are changing our Membership types and amounts effective MAY 1, 2025, as follows: 

HOUSEHOLD:  $25.00                                        Business:  $50.00             

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION! 

                                                                                         Office use only 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:     _______         

Address:  _______________________________________________________    Check #:         _______  

Winter Address: (if different from above):  ____________________________     Amt. Rcvd:      _______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:    _______ 

Dates Winter Address in effect:   ____________________________________    Member ID:   _______ 

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Computer:      _______                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

DONATION:  $ _______________                                                                              

                     ______   In memory of (Optional): ______________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   In honor of (Optional):    _______________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   Allocate funds to (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

Wish List 

Business Sponsors 

Business Memberships 

New Members 

Volunteers  

Family History & Memories 

Youth Outreach 

Video Photography 

Howe House Garden Donations 

     Phelps Community Historical Society 
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PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

66 Main Street 
Phelps, NY 14532 

Howe House Museum 

66 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
(315) 548-4940 

E-mail:  

histsoc2@gmail.com 

Website:  

phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Museum Hours: Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

& TBD Saturday 

 
Administrator 

Lynn White 

 

Administrative  

Assistant 

Holly Thoelke 

Country Lawyer 
Gallery of the Arts 

7 Church Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
 

Director 

Michael Nash 
(585)-789-0017 

 
Assistant Director 

Kristen Barber 
 

Website:  
phelpsnyhistory.com/

cl-gallery.html 
 

Gallery Hours: 

Monday 1-4 p.m. 
Tuesday 1-4 p.m. 

Thursday 1-7 p.m. 
Friday 3-7 p.m. 

Saturday 10-5 p.m. 

or by appointment.  
Also open during  

community events. 

 

PCHS President 

Mart VanKirk 
 

Vice President 

Ron Grube 
 

Secretary 

Sarah Landschoot-
Riegel 

 

Treasurer 
Len Kataskas 

 

Trustees 

Billee Altman 
Rayne Hammond-Benz 

Gary Jones 

Dennis King 
Barry Lee 

Jane Pedersen 

Cathy Scott 
Janet Walpole 

 

 

New York Historic  

Newspapers! 

Check it out!

www.nyshistoricnewspapers.org 

 

 


