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June 8, 1922 

     Stephen Anagost, proprietor of the Phelps  

Candy Kitchen, has installed an electric        

orchestral piano, the first one made and 

exhibited in the country. The piano 

reproduces the sound of seven different 

instruments and was on exhibition at the 

Hotel Commodore in New York City for a 

week prior to being shipped via motor truck 

to Phelps, the transportation charges being 

$75. The piano will furnish music for dances. 

The dance hall in the rear of the store will be 

open every day except Sunday. 

     The Phelps Hotel, recently remodeled and        
re-furnished, was opened last week to the 
public under the management of Samuel 
Robbins, late of Rochester but formerly of 
Phelps. The local hotel is one of the most 
stately and imposing buildings of its kind in 
Western New York, although erected about 
fifty years ago. 

June 22, 1922 

     Plans are under way for the 

entertainment of a delegation of children 

from New York (City) in the Phelps town 

and village homes for two weeks during the 

month of July, thus affording them an 

opportunity to change their tenement        

surroundings for country scenes and                

experiences. A local committee has been          

appointed from several churches to receive       

applications for such entertainment, 

composed as follows: Presbyterian, Miss 

Florence Ward, Mrs. E.S. Warner and Mrs. 

E.M. Cornford, Methodist, Mrs. Shofelt and 

Mrs. Lillian Falkey, Baptist,  Mrs. Joel 

Caves. St. Francis Catholic Church also 

affiliates, through its rector. Preferences 

may be given as to age or nationality or 

religion, or boys or girls. It is the desire of 

the management to secure places for about 

100 children. 
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Photo above: The wooden schoolhouse  was located 
on the south side of Burnett Rd about 1/4 mile west of  
County Rd  # 6. It no longer exists. 

Photo right: Taken in front of Hiram Burnett’s house on 

Burnett Rd. looking east. School #14 is on the right side. 

January 1934 

Ethel Schoen, Mabel Schoen, Marion Burnett (age 12), 
Bob Schoen, Beatrice Louks –Teacher, Janice Facer, 

Clifford (Kip) Wilkes, Leon Wilkes 

1905 
Jennie Burnett next to flag pole 

 

School #14-Burnett District 
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   Juneteenth, what is this “new” holiday about? The 
Smithsonian states “Juneteenth marks what is arguably the 
most significant event in American history after 
independence itself—the eradication of American slavery.” 
The commemoration of Juneteenth began in Texas and has 
been celebrated each year on June 19th since 1866. In the 
years since, the celebration and observation of this day has 
become more widespread.  
 
   On January 1, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln issued 
the Emancipation Proclamation and changed the status of 
millions of enslaved African Americans in the rebellion 
states to free. While this sounds extensive, the proclamation 
was rather limited. The proclamation applied to the states in 
rebellion and it did nothing to abolish slavery within border 
states. As Union troops advanced into Confederate states, 
more freedom was created.  
 
   More than two years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
and over a month after the Civil War ended, 2,000 Union 
troops marched into Galveston, Texas led by General 
Gordon Granger. On June 19, 1865 Granger issued 
General Order No. 3 in Galveston, Texas further  informing 
residents of, and  enforcing Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation .The order was issued and 
informed the public that former slaves were now freed by 

the Emancipation Proclamation, which could not be 
enforced in all areas until the Civil War was over.  
General Gordon Granger was born near Sodus, Wayne 
County in 1821. Gordon was the son of Gaius Granger          
(1791-1863) and the grandson of Major Elihu Granger (1771
-1842). Gordon Granger was sent to live with his 
grandparents, Elihu and Apema, in Phelps around 1825 
after his mother died shortly after giving birth to his younger 
sister. Not much is known of his time spent in Phelps as a 
young boy. We do however have some information about 
his grandfather and extended family. His grandfather Elihu 
and brother Pierce settled in the Phelps wilderness just after 
our pioneer John Decker Robison in 1789. They bought 
large tracts of land east of Robison in Phelps on the outlet. 
The land where the Methodist Church once stood in Phelps 
(Methodist Park, next to Vienna Gardens) was given by 
Elihu and Pierce where the Methodist Meeting House was 
built around 1812. Before the Meeting House was built, 
meetings were held at one of the Granger homes or in 
Coxsackie School House (corner of White and Mott Roads).  
Gordon Granger went on to become a teacher in North 
Rose, New York before he began his extensive military 
career in the 1840s. There have been a number of  local 
articles  recently detailing Gordon Granger’s life and his 
participation in bringing the news of freedom to Texas. The 
order freed about 250,000 enslaved African Americans in 
the state. Wayne County and Sodus have both been 
working to recognize Granger and his accomplishment in 
bringing the order to abolish slavery in Texas in 1865.  
 
   There has been a lot of press around Juneteenth the last 
few years. The Federal Government made it an official 
national holiday on June 17, 2021. It is exciting to know that 
Phelps was a small piece of Granger’s life, which later led to 
such a significant event in our country. The Smithsonian 
sums up this yearly celebration in saying “Juneteenth, the 
holiday that doesn’t mark a document, a battle, a birthday or 
a national tragedy, but the fundamental promise of America 
being more completely realized—the day on which Thomas 
Jefferson’s rousing rhetoric finally rang true throughout 
America, for all Americans.” 

   We would like to thank a few people who have reached out to myself or the PCHS the last few weeks with 

either a research request or to give us information about Gordon Granger and his connection to Phelps. We 

have more digging to do, but finding this relationship to our town is very exciting! Thank you to Peter Evans, 

Wayne County Historian, and Barry Lee, PCHS Member.  

Sources: https://www.smithsonianmag.com 
https://nmaahc.si.edu 
https://www.archives.gov 
https://www.wbfo.org 
https:/wikipedia.org 
 

 

Juneteenth: A “New” Holiday     Sarah Landschoot Phelps Town Historian 

Gordon Granger  
1821-1876 



 

The Phelps Community Historical Society invites the 

 Alumni Reunion attendees to  

visit the Howe House Museum  

Wednesday, Thursday or Friday    Open 10am-4pm 

 Exhibits will include Phelps Central School memorabilia  

  and  items from Phelps 1940s–1960s  





MEMBERSHIP and DONATION FORM 
If  “Reminder” is highlighted please renew your membership.  

If “Final Notice”  is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid. 
 Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS or online at phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Application: New ______   Renewal  _______   Gift ______   Send membership card ______    For Office use:                             

Individual:  $20.00     ____        Family:  $30.00   ___      Business:  $50.00  ____                      Member #:       ______ 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:       ______         

Address:  ______________________________________________________    Check #:           ______  

Winter Address: (if different from above):  ____________________________     Amt. Rcvd:       ______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:       ______ 

Dates Winter Address in effect:   ____________________________________    Computer:        ______  

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Index Card:      ______                                                         

                                                                                                                                      Member Card:  ______                                                                                                      

DONATION:   Amount    _________                                                                              

                     ______   In memory of (Optional): ______________________________________________________________  

                     ______   In honor of (Optional):    _______________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   Allocate funds to (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewals 
Peter Blind & Family 
Jack & Laurie Caves 

Marion Donnelly 
Jean Dorman 

Frank Filiatreau Jr. 
Gary & Gloria Fisher 

Louise Salisbury French 
Kurt & Karen Owens 

Wendy Gaylord & Curt Petzoldt 
Diane Williams 

 
Business Member 

Body Kneads Wellness Spa 

Donations 
Chuck Case 

Phelps Electric Co. salt & pepper shaker 
 

Jackie Darrow  
In honor of  

Muriel Goodman 
Buffalo robe & soapstone  

 

Phelps Clifton Springs School District 
Midlakes 2022 Yearbook 

Monetary Donations 

Arlene Murphy 

 

Estate of Alice Crosby Winslow  
 

ExxonMobil Volunteer Program Grant 
Doris Spink 

 
Anonymous Donor 

Memorial Donations 
In Memory of 

Edith, Kenneth, Raymond and Robert  
Donnelly 

By Marion Donnelly 
 

Robert Westfall 
By David & Jean Dorman 

 

Welcome New Member! 
Laurie Howe Hintz    Dawsonvillle, GA 
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 Howe House Museum 
66 Main Street 
Phelps, NY 14532 
(315) 548-4940 
 
E-mail: 
histsoc2@gmail.com 
Website:  
phelpsnyhistory.com 
 
Find us on Facebook 
 
Museum Hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday,  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
or by appointment 
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Ron Grube, Vice President 
Nicole Fess, Secretary 
Tom Cheney, Treasurer 
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Gary Jones, Trustee 
Len Kataskas, Trustee 
Cory Maslyn, Trustee 
Jane Pedersen, Trustee 
Sarah Riegel, Trustee 
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