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PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FUNDRAISER - SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2025 - 12 to 3 p.m.

Howe House Museum/Mansion
66 Main Street, Phelps, NY
CHICKEN BBQ WITH LIVE MUSIC CIiff McCann

Folk/Acoustic

(TICKETS - $14.00/Plate)

Come and enjoy a day of food and music at the beautiful Howe House Museum/
Mansion grounds. Bring a chair!

Fluffing Feathers, a Phelps bakery, will also be selling fresh baked goods!
Free yard games & soda/water available for purchase!

*RAFFLE - GROUP OF 4 VIP, PREMIUM WINE TRAIN TICKETS*

RAFFLE TICKETS - $15.00 EA. FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THE GROUP OF 4 TICKETS!
$400 value donated by the Finger Lakes Rail Experience - Thank You!

Finger Lakes Wine Train! Sip. Savor. Scenic. A toast to the region’s world-renowned wineries, the Finger
Lakes Wine Train is an adults-only rolling tasting room. Sample curated selections from local vineyards
as you ride in style through the picturesque lake country. Trip includes complimentary tastings,
charcuterie, onboard commentary, a complimentary wine glass to take home, and great company
for a memorable experience. Trip Length: ~2.5 hours roundtrip boarding in Geneva on
Sunday, July 27, 2025 @ 4 p.m.

Tickets for the Chicken BBQ and Raffle may be purchased at the PCHS office
(W/T/F-10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or on our website
beginning
Wed., May 28th through Sat., July 12th (or in person day of the event.)

The train tickets will be raffled to one, lucky winner and will be drawn at the
event @ 3 p.m. (need not be present to win!)
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Thank you to the Village of Phelps

for their annual General Funding
donation!

Annual Appeal Donation

Robert Hofer

In Memoriam

Edward “Bud” Nayaert
July 12, 1937 - April 14, 2025

Memorial Donations

Dave & Debbi Lord
In Memory of Bob & Patt Hussar

Cynthia Atkinson
In Memory of Rena Ruthren

Marie Westfall
In Memory of Robert Westfall

Member Renewals - Thanks!

Gale DeWeaver
Julie Files
Arlene Copeland
Margaret Jolliff
Elaine Putnam
Rebecca Bennett
Mary Ann Gilman
Barry Lee
Lynn White
Mart VanKirk & Marilyn DeRuyter
Ramon & Charlotte Howard
Phelps Hometown Pharmacy
Thomas & Collette Barnard
Marie Westfall
Nancy VanNostrand Roth
Richard Ver Bridge

THANK YOU!

Frank Allen

Donation of beautiful, matted picture frame

FMW Solutions, LLC
Donation of 4-VIP Wine & Cheese Train Tickets
for fundraising raffle

Janet Walpole

Flower pots for Howe House Garden

Nancy Turner & Dorothy Colvin

Planters & Flowers for Howe House Garden

Maureen Quigley
Donation of Program Refreshments

Thank you to Woody’s Pro Clean for the
donation of carpet cleaning service at the
Howe House office!

00De

15-558-0.900

sCARPET CLEANING
*UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
___WATER REMOVAL

Monetary Donations

Margaret Jolliff
Rebecca Bennett
Michael Nash/CLGA Flowers
Becky Marvin/CLGA

Special Thanks
Thank you to all our
wonderful
volunteers for their time and
dedication!

Updated Contact Information

Please let us know if your address,
phone number, or email address has
changed so we may keep in contact with
our members! Also, are any members
interested in a digital newsletter?




Upcoming PCHS Events

VINTAGE WEDDING GOWNS NOW ON DISPLAY TO JUNE 27TH

e Phelps Community Center (PCC) - Thursday, July 3, 2025
Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY

Summer Youth Program Tour

o« Phelps Central School - 5th Annual Alumni Reunion -Thurs., July 31, 2025
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Club 86, 86 Avenue E, Geneva, NY
Billee Altman-585-732-4591. Call with any questions.

e Chicken BBQ/Live Music Event & Wine & Cheese Train Raffle - Fundraiser
Sunday, July 13, 2025
12:00 to 3 p.m.
Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY

Bumbles BBQ & featuring Cliff McCann - Folk/Acoustic Musician

e 2025 Phelps Sauerkraut Festival Weekend - Theme: “Kraut ‘n’ About”

Friday, August 1, 2025 - “Kraut Krawl” - 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Howe House will be participating in the Kraut Krawl tasting in front
of our Carriage House.

Saturday, August 2, 2025 - Parade commences at 4:00 PM

PCHS will have a float in the parade with a “Flapper” theme!

Thank you to Tracy Murphy, Director of Historic Palmyra, for the
presentation of Spirituality in the Mid-1800’s, which was very interesting and well attended
at our June program!

Thank you to Gary & Karen Jones
for the June Hay Carrier program
at the Carriage House!

It was interesting to learn how
advances in hay equipment
affected the shape, size and

construction of barns!

Looking for members to host one of our monthly programs!
Do you have a passion or career you would like to share with the members! Let us know!
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THE RISE OF COMMUNITY THEATER IN NEW YORK STATE & PHELPS

The rise of community theater in New York State dates back to the early 20th century. It
emerged as a response to the rise of large-scale commercial performing arts, as audiences be-
gan to desire more accessible, homegrown artistic experiences. Cities like Rochester saw the
founding of their first community theater groups in the 1920s. By the 1970s, small towns
had begun to join in.

In 1977, the burgeoning community theater movement blossomed in Phelps, when first-year
Midlakes High School English teacher Keith E. Childs happened to ask retiring music teachers
Margaret Facer and Betty Mussack why, despite their wealth of local talent, Phelps and Clif-
ton Springs didn’t have a community theater group of their own. Facer and Mussack seized
upon the idea, and sprang into action. Less than one year later, they had organized Phelps-
Clifton Springs Community Theatre (P-CSCT).

At the suggestion of school superintendent Richard Heller, the group was founded as a
Community Education Program - the very first community theater in New York State to be so
organized. Start-up funds were provided by the school district, to be repaid from the proceeds
of the first show.

P-CSCT’s inaugural production, the musical “How To Succeed In Business Without Really
Trying,” debuted on the Midlakes High School auditorium stage on Saturday, June 9, 1978. It
featured a cast of 32 local residents, ranging from teens to senior citizens. Eric Walborn and
Jan Romeiser headlined the production, with Childs as director, Marilyn Chester

DeRuyter as musical director, and Facer as Community Education Coordinator. The show was
assembled in just six weeks, with simple costumes — many pulled from the actors’ own closets
- and painted cardboard sets. An adult ticket cost just $2.50, and could be purchased from
cast members, or from Facer or Mussack, who published their own home phone numbers in
the newspaper for that purpose!

When interviewed by the Finger Lakes Times, Childs, Facer, and Mussack expressed their
modest hope that the show “would become an annual affair.” Now celebrating their 48th
season. P-CSCT shows have indeed become an “annual affair”! While the production timeline
has expanded to 10 or more weeks, and the period costumes and polished sets of today are a
cut above the borrowed outfits and cardboard sets of yore, they are still just as homegrown.
P-CSCT is now an independent registered non-profit, but it has remained true to its
founders’ vision, with community education as a central focus. Participants of all ages — some
now representing the third generation of their family to be involved with P-CSCT- are
schooled not only in singing, dancing, and acting, but in set-building, costume fabrication,
and stage management. Working together, the members of P-CSCT have presented myriad
well-loved classic musicals like Anything Goes, The Music Man, and Fiddler on the Roof, as
well as ambitious regional community theater premieres, including The Producers, Jekyll &
Hyde, Bonnie & Clyde, Mamma Mia! and Bright Star.

Many years, winter cabaret nights and straight plays, like 2024’s The Hallelujah Girls, have
been added to the mix. Childs, who after nearly 50 years still considers Phelps and Clifton
Springs to be overwhelmingly blessed with talent, remains at the helm.

For anyone interested in discovering the hidden talents of their friends and neighbors this
summer, P-CSCT will present The Sound of Music at Midlakes High School, July 24-28, 2025.

Information for this article was drawn from interviews with Keith E. Childs, Director, Midlakes High School
Theater Arts Program and Finger Lakes Times articles. Rayne Hammond-Benz, PCHS Board Member.
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Excuse My Dust...the trip continues....

On July 12, 1912, E.B. Partridge (Edward Bellamy) a Phelps resident, began a cross-country journey,
with a relief driver and others, in a 1910 Matheson Six, from Phelps, NY to San Diego, CA covering a
distance of 4,500 miles over 35 days, arriving in San Diego on September 14, 1912. A diary was com-
pleted by E.B. Partridge of the trip, which was found in the attic of a home in Minneapolis, MN 50 years
later! The original diary with the original photos, was sent to the then Town Historian, Don Tiffany
from Bruce Taylor, the owner of the home where the diary was found. The original diary and photos
are on display at the Howe House!
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THE COUNTRY LAWYER GALLERY OF THE ARTS

e

ONTARIO

“The Erie - Art Perspectives on Our Favorite Canal”

Friday, May 9, 2025
through
Saturday, June 21, 2025

Thank you to Dr. Ronald Grube for his presentation
“The Erie Canal In Art & History” in May.
It was well attended!
Also, a big thank you to Eileen Wegman for singing
Erie Canal songs (accompanied by Bob Dugan on the guitar!) Also, thank you
to Melt Ice Cream on Main for the delicious sundaes!

ﬁap]ay @Wﬂlclay
folUs!

The fun starts JUIK 4 with our

Second Birthday Show Opening

CLGA'’s next show opens on July 4, 2025 and it’s our
“2nd Birthday Month Exhibit”
Yes, we are 2 years old and proud of it. The whole month of July will include a
wall to wall exhibit, events and even a couple popups! Yes, we are proud of the
CLGA, but we are even more proud for being able to bring all our shows to you
and we hope you will continue to enjoy our gallery!

President of the PCHS Board, Mart VanKirk, CLGA Director, Michael Nash &
CLGA Assistant Director, Kristen Barber are making some great modifications
to ease the process for not only the artists, but also in submitting their work.

Thank you to the PCHS Board, and President, Mart VanKirk!




MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP. NOT SURE OF THE EXPIRATION DATE?
PLEASE CALL: (315) 548-4940
Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532 or online at phelpsnyhistory.com

Application: New: Renewal: Gift:
Household: $25.00 Business: $50.00

Note: We changed our Membership types and amounts effective MAY 1, 2025.

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION!

Office use only

Name: Date Revd:

Address: Check #:

Address: (if different from above): Amt. Revd:
Exp. Date:

Months Winter Address in effect: Member ID:

Phone: E-Mail: Computer:

DONATION: $

____ InMemory of (Optional):

In Honor of (Optional):

Monetary/Allocate funds to (Optional):

M Phelps Community Historical Society

Folding Chairs
Howe House Garden Donations
Trash & Recycling Pickup
Display Cases g
Mannequins (male & female) www.phelpsnyhistory.com
Business Sponsors
Business Memberships
New Members
Volunteers
Family History & Memories
Youth Outreach

The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts

Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday to anyone
celebrating a birthday during the month of June!

https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html




PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532
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PCHS President
Mart VanKirk

Vice President
Ron Grube

Secretary
Sarah Landschoot-
Riegel

Treasurer
Len Kataskas

Trustees
Billee Altman
Rayne Hammond-Benz
Gary Jones
Dennis King
Barry Lee
Jane Pedersen
Cathy Scott
Janet Walpole

Howe House Museum
66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532
(315) 548-4940
E-mail:
histsoc2@gmail.com
Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com

Museum Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

&

Saturday
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. for
July & August

Administrator
Lynn White

Administrative
Assistant
Holly Thoelke

Country Lawyer
Gallery of the Arts
7 Church Street
Phelps, NY 14532

Director
Michael Nash
(585)-789-0017

Assistant Director
Kristen Barber

Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com/
cl-gallery.html

Gallery Hours:
Monday 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday 1-4 p.m.

Thursday 1-7 p.m.
Friday 3-7 p.m.
Saturday 10-5 p.m.
or by appointment.
Also open during
community events.




