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    President’s Message    Marty VanKirk 

Phelps Community Historical Society  

 
will reopen on  

Wednesday, August 12 at 10:00am 
 

For the safety of our staff and volunteers 
masks and social distancing will be required  

 

Tours and research by appointment only 

 

Please note: 
We will not be accepting  

donations of objects until further notice 
 
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding 

PCHS Board of Trustees 

     We need help! Can you help? Do you know anyone that can help? 
    The PCHS is researching how we might best use new digital technologies and 
platforms to help us fulfill our purpose and accomplish our mission. Our ad hoc Museum 
Outreach Committee, led by Rosa Grube, is organizing a research team to document 
how other museums, near and far, small and large, rich and poor, are using social 
media to accomplish their mission. No mask required! Help us from home, wherever 
you are.  
     We have quite a collection of old woodworking tools and will be creating an old-time 
carpenter’s shop in the Howe House basement. Anyone want to join a work group to 
clear some room in the basement and help move the tool collection from the Carriage 
House to the cellar?  
    Sign on to help with either of these coordinated efforts by contacting the PCHS office 
at 315-548-4940  or histsoc2@gmail.com.  
    If you see Dennis King, Gary Jones, or Ron Grube thank them for installing the 
underground electrical conduit and gutter drains. Also thank Billee Altman, Dorothy 

Colvin, and Kym Maslyn for keeping our landscaping beautiful. 

mailto:histsoc2@gmail.com
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     I am willing to bet most of you do not know many fun facts 
about the US Census history. Maybe I am the only one that 
thinks they are fun. The 2020 Census website has facts and even 
a quiz! (2020census.gov - type the word “quiz” in the search box 
in the upper right hand corner). It is also the place you should go 
to fill out the 2020 Census if you have not done so by now. If you 
do not have this filled out very soon they will come to your home 
in August, just as they did in the old days, to record your 
information .   
     The United States census began on August 2, 1790, although 
each colony had done their own census previously while under 
British control. Our census is mandated by the United States 
Constitution, Article 1, Section 2, to be exact. The section 
outlines that the main purpose of the ten year recording of this 
information is to ensure that each state has equal representation 
in the House of Representatives based on the population count. 
The most populated city has always been New York City. Out of 
50 states only three have held the title of most populated: Virginia 
from 1790 to 1800, New York from 1810 to 1960, and California 
since 1970. .   
     Although the U.S. Census records are indispensable to 
historical research in the United States, it wasn’t until 1850 that 
all members of a household were named on the census, 
previously, the head of the household was named and others 
were tallied. This makes it hard to track women (who were not 
the head of the household), children, minorities, and anyone 
working and lodging with a family as their names and exact ages 
are not recorded. The number of questions also changed over 
the years. The first census in 1790 only asked 6 questions, the 
amount increased over time reaching about 30 in 1920. It began 
to decrease after that down to about 10 by 2010. Some of these 
questions are rather odd to today’s reader. In the 1930 census 
we first see a question about if a radio set was owned by the 
household. One source suggests that due to the influence of 
consumerism and mass communication during the time, a radio 
set was considered a luxury but also showed the “cultural ‘uplift’ 
for the population as well as a valuable medium for 
advertisement of mass-produced goods.”   
     Another problem that exists in our census records is in the 
recording of information. Up until 1960 when the census was first 
mailed to homes, there was a person from your community, or 
not, that went house to house and recorded your information. Mix 
different old style handwriting with non-English speaking citizens, 
on streets in towns they may not know and researching in the 
census record becomes a nightmare. Now most are not that bad 
and with a little thinking you can figure out the meaning, 
especially with the help of online sites like familysearch.org  and 
Ancestry. com. Let’s pick on my family shall we.     

  In the 1900 Census we have Samuel Landschool, very close. 
And his wife, Millary... not quite.  

 
In 1910, we have Samuel Laudschoot, and his wife Minnie.  

We later see Melanie and Millie - both names she went by and 
are short for Amelia. Say Melanie out loud and it isn’t hard to 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h e r e  “ M i l l a r y ”  c a m e  f r o m .   
Another example from 1900 shows Johnathan (I think), Matilda, 
Alace, and Susie Hamel. To my family knowledge this should be 
John, Matilda, Addie, and Selma Van Hemel.  

 
These are not terribly far off, close enough to understand what 
family they are recording. The Van Hemels had not been in the 
US for a full year according to this 1900 census record. The 
record also states that John and Matilda could not read, write, or 
speak English… which I would suggest was either the reasoning 
for the incorrect names taken down on record or they could read 
and write, but did not know English, making their names and 
other information given to the census taker incorrect.  
     So why is this so important? Our government uses this 
information for funding states, communities, and public services 
like schools, hospitals, emergency services and other services 
based on the population density. The study of human behavior, 
economics, immigration, community development, wealth, family 
size and age, among many other topics can be determined in an 
area by looking at these records. It is an invaluable resource to 
historical research here in the United States.  
 

2020: A Census Year           by Sarah Landschoot,  Phelps Town Historian 

1 Hendricks, D. and Patterson, A., 2002. The 1930 Census In Per-
spective. [online] National Archives. <https://www.archives.gov/
publications/prologue/2002/summer/1930-census-perspective.html>. 
 2 Swierenga, Robert P. "Historians and the Census: the Historiog-
raphy of Census Research." The Annals of Iowa 50 (1990), 650-673.  



The Good Old Days   
Summer Fun 1969 

Welcome New Members! 

Peter Blind   Rochester, NY  

Diane Peake  Phelps, NY 

Gary Tyman  Rochester, NY 

Tammy Westfall  Farmington, NY 

Special Thank You to: 

 BSB Equipment Rentals 
Phelps, NY 

 

Delivery of  Ditch Witch for VLP project and 
accommodating our schedule changes 

Thank you 

Mary Ann Gier  Weekly newspapers 

Ann Oaks  Picture easels 

John Salisbury Family letters 

Marlene Treese  Clothing hangers 

Happy 90th Birthday !! 

 
Barb Gillespie 

 

August 26 

 

From our  
Mailbox: 

 
July 2020 

 
 

    Thanks so much for  
your newsletters. We’ve been 

gone 16 years after being  
 for 43 years there & still  
see many familiar names. 
     I love the book reviews.  

She chooses well. 
 

Nickie & Stan Shannon 
Riverside, California 

Notice: 

The PCHS now accepts  

credit card payments  

in our office 

for Gift Shoppe purchases 

and PCHS donations 
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 History Question: What event took place in the village on the 4th 
of July in 1841? Answer is at the end of this article.  
   Would you believe that there are as many as 27 identified 
cemeteries located in and around the Town of Phelps. There are 
probably more to be reported. Some of the cemeteries can be 
found on farms and others are more substantial. Some have just 
a few graves while others have thousands. Some, like the 
cemetery donated by John Decker Robison located between 
Exchange Street and North Wayne Street, have disappeared. Will 
anyone remember?  
   My classmate Carol Mary (Smith) Conklin has to be one of the 
most knowledgeable authorities on our local cemeteries. She has 
spent tireless hours compiling, assembling and updating 
cemetery books at the Phelps Historical Society. Over the past 
years, I have had the pleasure of working with her on the 
Resthaven Cemetery Board, where she is the secretary. To her 
Every Grave Matters! She has been instrumental in coordinating 
with the state to get grants, in order to get old damaged grave 
stones repaired. “Carol is a dedicated trustee.” Good job Carol, 
keep up the good work.  
   The following Phelps Cemeteries are in alphabetical order as I 
know them: Aldrich - extension of Burnett Rd/ north side of 
Neider Rd; Armstrong - east side/County Rd 6; Baggerly - 
Case/Wheat Rd; Brink - across from Westfall-Cobb Smith Farm - 
County Rd 6; Burnett - County Rd 6/Maryland Road; Cobb—
Smith - County Rd 6/Gifford Rd.; Cape, now Five Waters (Miller 
Cemetery) - County Rd 25/Rte 88; Harris Farm – 2 miles south of 
Alloway Rte 14; Hoffman – Cuddeback Rd - south side of Rte14; 
Humphrey – Rte 96;  Joslyn – County Rd 23/Lester Rd; Melvin 
Hill – Melvin Hill Rd (cemetery land given by John Salisbury); 
Nicholson - County Line Rd; Simmons burial now Oak Lawn – 
County Rd 6; Rice (Old Orleans Cemetery) – east side County 
Rd 20/Rte 488; Orleans – west side County Rd. 20/ Rte 488; 
Pinewood -  started in 1857 – Pinewood Rd, Pioneer  – Main St/ 
Rte 96; Purchase - south side of Neider Rd; Resthaven – Main 
St./ Rte 96.; Rhea – Lyons/ Geneva  Rte14; Riverview (Gypsum) 
(the land given by John Robison) - County Rd 25/McBurney Rd; 
St Francis - Clifton St./Phelps; Vandemark – Fisher Rd; Westfall 
– County Rd 6; Wheat – Wheat Rd; Wooden -  adjacent Big Oak 
Golf Course—west side Pre - Emption Rd, Geneva. 
Note: Land for  Resthaven Cemetery was purchased by Lehman 
Hotchkiss II in 1857. In 1857 the Pioneer Cemetery had reached 
its capacity (1000 graves) and was closed to further burials. 
Note: There are Colored burials on the south west corner. Head 
stones were not permitted, only stones with  initials were allowed. 
Note: 2 colored men, vis. John Sarsnett and John Country, dug 
most of the Pioneer graves.  
There is one more cemetery I would like to mention, it is the 
Dobbins Cemetery, Packwood Rd, south east of Rte 14, just 
past Big Oak Golf Course and on Welch Rd. Just in Seneca 
County, many Phelps settlers are buried there.  
  There are two more cemeteries not mentioned above. They are 
for Colored Persons. One cemetery is located on the Rockefeller 
farm on the south end of Vienna Rd. (Not proven yet!) The other 

is in a field across the Thruway from Junius Ponds rest stop in a 
large high mound behind the Maynard family house on Rte 318. 
(It does exist per Carol Conklin.)   
Seth Dean donated the land for the Vienna, now Pioneer 
cemetery. His young daughter, Polly was the first to be interred 
there. In 1823 Seth gave the Pioneer Cemetery to the town of 
Phelps. A stone wall was erected along the front of the cemetery 
about 1838. Seth is one of the early settlers that came into this 
section shortly after John D. Robison and is also interred there. 
George, Oliver, and Charles Humphrey were also early settlers, 
all are interred in the Humphrey Cemetery. The Humphrey 
Cemetery was part of the Humphrey farm. The farm was later 
purchased by Ontario Sand and Gravel.  
  It is fitting at this time, the 4th of July, to pay tribute to the 
following 46 Patriot Revolutionary War Soldiers interred in the 
above cemeteries. Some have more than one soldier interred. 

 

                          

                           

                     

 

 

    

 

 

                                  

 

                        

Phelps Town Cemeteries                     by F. Lee Johnson 2020 

McMillan, James 1764-1840  
Moore, Caleb 1758-1830  
Nims, Israel 1751-1828 
Ray, Timothy 1757-1852  
Robison, John D. 1742-1826  
Seager, Darius 1751-1845  
Seager, Micah 1759-1842  
Swift, Philetus 1763-1828  
Woodward, Ebenezer 1749-1832  

Abbot, Joshua 1746-1812  
Banta, John  17??-18?? 
Barlow, Abner 1752-1846  
Beeman, Josiah 1756-1831  
Brown, Thomas 1761-1855  
Chapman, John 1752-1832  
Dean, Seth 1744-1808  
Granger, Elisha 1743-1821 
Griffith, Joseph 1749-1839 
Halstead, Josiah 1755-1835 

    Aldrich Cemetery 
Dunham, Hezekiah 1738-1823  

 

Baggerly Cemetery 
Sprague, Ebenezer 1753-1838  

  Joselyn Cemetery 
Bannister, Lemue 1748-1821 

Phillips, Caleb 1761-1829  
 Prescott ,Joel 1762-1811  

Salisbury, William 1731-1821 
Wetmore, Bela 1764-1831 

Melvin Hill Cemetery 
Melvin, Jonathan Sr 1751-1841 
Salisbury, Stephen 1764-1848 

There is one more Revolutionary Soldier buried in Pioneer 
Cemetery that might surprise you. His name is Murdock McLeod. 
1753 –1843. He was a British Redcoat.     (continued on  page 5) 

Humphrey Cemetery 
Humphrey,George 1757-1833 
Humphrey, Oliver 1758-1843  

Armstrong Cemetery 
Cross Robert 1754-1801 

Pioneer Cemetery 

Burnett Cemetery 
John Burnett 1739 - 1826 
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Vandemark 
Vandemark, Joseph 1765-1844  

 Vandemark, Lodewick 1761-1813  

Riverview 
Winfield, Simeon 1760-1832  

Rice Cemetery 
Baggerly, Henry 1748-1821  

Crain, Elisha 1754-1848 
Crittenden, Osee 1760-1843  
Field, Nathaniel 1727-1803  

Hutchinson, John H. 1752-1825  
Hutchinson, William 1758-1832  

Rice, Caleb 1753-1836  
Warner, Jesse Jr. 1747-1834  

Salisbury Cemetery 

Treadwell, Benjamin  17?? - 18?? 

Buried on farm opposite Westfall Cemetery 
Brink, John  1746-1821 

History question answer: The event that took place on the 4th 
July 1841, 79 years ago was the first train stopped at Church 
Street in the village of Phelps. There were two train stops in 
Phelps (Vienna). One was East Vienna and the other West Vi-
enna. West Vienna was the busiest of the two.  

Phelps Town Cemeteries                            (continued from page 4 )                

Left: Pioneer Cemetery 
Main Street, Phelps, NY 

Right: New York State Historic Marker for Pioneer Cemetery  
at the corner of  Main Street and William Street. 
 

 How do I find  a grave site? 
 
1. Go to www.Findagrave.com 

2. Enter the first name  and the last name of your ancestor 

3. Enter any additional information, if known, such as year of 
birth and the place your ancestor may be buried. If you do 
not know the information, simply leave the field blank. 

Westfall Cemetery 
Cobb, George 1756—18?? 
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Letter from Camp 1925 
The letter  below  is from a collection of  Salisbury/ 
Stryker family correspondence given to the PCHS 
by John Salisbury. The envelope is  addressed to 
Mrs. J.V. Salisbury , 10 N. Wayne St , Phelps, NY;  
the letter is addressed  “ Dear Grandma and Aunt 
Anna”. Grandma was Ellen Stryker Salisbury and 
Aunt Anna, Miss Anna Salisbury. The letter was 
written by 14 year old Leonard Salisbury,  July 28, 
1925, while away at  camp in Middlesex, NY.  

Dear Grandma and Aunt Anna, 

We arrived Saturday about 11:30. In the 
afternoon we had to get settled. The tents were all 

up and had floors in them. 

Sunday morning we had a church service. We 
surely had a great Sunday dinner. It consisted of 
chicken, ice cream, mashed potatoes, laomade
(lemonade?), gravy, string beans and bread. 
Sunday the boys who washed dishes went home 
so Mr. Bannister the director came to our tent and 
asked for four boys who would wash dishes and 
he said he would give them all the ice cream they 
could eat for supper. So three others and myself 
volunteered and for supper we had all the ice 
cream we could eat while all the rest looked in 
amazement. Washing dishes is supposed to be 
the hardest job here. It took us about one and a 
half hours. But  now  we each wash our own 

dishes. 

Monday another boy and myself went on a hike 
thru Vine Valley, Middlesex and home this 
covering what is supposed to be about 14 miles 
but we think it was about 20 miles. We started 
about 8:45 in the morning and got home about 
3:10 in the afternoon. We went up hills that 
seemed like mountains for there did not seem to 

be a level spot anywhere. 

This morning our tent had to get fire wood for the 
cook. The cook is from a fraternity house at 

Hobart and so is pretty good. 

Well the bugle has just blown mess and so it must 

be dinner time. 

I will tell you more when I come home. 

Will you please excuse the writing for I am writing 
on a suitcase this seems to be the best desk I 

could find. 

                                     Yours  truly, 

                                               Leonard Salisbury 
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MEMBERSHIP and DONATION FORM 
If  “Reminder” is highlighted please renew your membership.  

If “Final Notice”  is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid. 
  

Application: New ______   Renewal  _______   Gift ______   Send membership card ______    For Office use:                             

Individual:  $20.00     ____        Family:  $30.00   ___      Business:  $50.00  ____                      Member #:         ______ 

Name:  _________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:      ______         

Address:  _______________________________________________________    Check #:          ______  

Summer/Winter Address:  _________________________________________      Amt. Rcvd:     ______ 

(If different from above)                                                                                               Exp. Date:       ______ 

Dates in effect:   _________________________________________________    Computer:      ______  

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail Address:  _______________________      Index Card:    ______                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                      Member Card: ______                                                                                                       

DONATION:   Amount    _________                                                                              

                     ______   In memory of (Optional): ______________________________________________________________  

                     ______   In honor of (Optional):    _______________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewals  

Thank You to the following for your support of the PCHS  

Time and Talent 

June Avery 
Tom & Rosemary Baker 
Judith Beechler 
Body Kneads  
    Massage & Wax Studio 
Charles & Nancy Case 
Cheryl Chester 
Jane Crosby 
Joan Graham 

Mary R. Lewis 
David/Debra/Joseph Lord 
Barb Middlebrook & family 
Melvin & Marjorie Norsen 
Mary Rathbun Peake 
Alice Sabin 
Stan & Nickie Shannon 
Sue VanCamp 
Marty Weigel 

Billee Altman 
Tom Cheney 
Dorothy Colvin 
Carol Conklin 
Marilyn DeRuyter 
Gary Fisher 

Barb Gillespie 
Bob Goodman 
Ron Grube 
Gary Jones 
Len Kataskas 
Dennis King 

Sarah Landschoot 
Dana Mark 
Anne Oaks  
Jane Pedersen 
Marty VanKirk 

Memorial  Donations Monetary Donations 

Paul and Jeanne Salisbury 
Michael P. Waters 

Judith C. Beechler 
in loving memory of   

Carlton R. Beechler, Sr. 
 

Patricia A. Canne 
in memory of 
Louise Gifford 

 
Cheryl A. Chester 

in memory of  
John Chester & Virginia (Mauro) Walters 

 
Marty VanKirk & Marilyn DeRuyter 

in memory of  
Naomi Van Camp 

 
John & Mary Sherman      
       in memory of  
Carlton R. Beechler, Sr. 

 

Marty Weigel 
in memory of  

Joanne Gifford Allen 
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PHELPS SAUERKRAUT WEEKEND 2021 

Thursday August 5  - 

Sunday August 8 

Phelps Firemen’s 

Field 


