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PLEASE ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM
(Program Presented by Dr. Ronald R. Grube/Before Phelps Was
Young)

Saturday, April 12, 2025 @ 2 p.m.

Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Phelps, NY

Important History to Consider by Dr. Ronald R. Grube

Now might be a good time to consider the historic role that folks from around here, and
across New York State, played in the creation of our constitution, i.e. rule of law. If you
are interested in finding more details behind this abbreviated article, please let me
know.

We start our view of democracy before the State of New York technically existed. The
longest participatory democracy in the world is also located right here in upstate New
York. The Haudenosaunee, also known as The Five Nation Iroquois (now six nations),
established a democracy that is somewhere between two to three times as old as the
United States. These people, who used to live in our backyards, understood that author-
ity needs to be kept in check or disagreements could lead to violent control of the citi-
zenry. To accomplish this, the Five Nations created a confederacy based on clearly de-
fined separation of powers. It continues to work.

Later, when the Colony of New York felt itself controlled without representation by what
it considered an authoritarian regime (super rich men in England), it heeded the advice
of the Five Nation Iroquois. In 1775 (over a year before a Declaration of Independence
was signed in Philadelphia), the natives of New York encouraged New York secession
from the Crown, and the union of like-minded colonies in opposition to the Monarchy.
And that is exactly what New York did in response to authoritarian leadership in Eng-
land.

The next year (1776), after New York and Massachusetts severed their ties from the
Crown, the United States created the Articles of Confederation. When it seemed like the
Articles of Confederation weren’t working well, people like Benjamin Franklin and John
Adams looked to the Five Nations for a new form of government. The Founders of our
country modeled the Constitution to some extent after the Five Nations. There would be
three co-equal branches of government to make decisions and to provide checks and
balances. There were decision making bodies drawn from populations (House of Repre-
sentatives) and equal voices among the states (Senate).

For 238 years the United States has flourished with this form of government inspired by
New York and the Five Nations. While it has never been perfect, it has served as a bul-
wark against most abuses by strong men and the super-rich. Close attention and ad-
herence to these historic and founding principles can never be overstated.

Information in this article has been drawn from “New York State History: A Brief Over-
view” by Ronald R Grube, Ph.D. An unpublished work copyright 2001.



2024 Annual Appeal
The 2024 Annual Appeal was a great success. A special thank you to all that

Business Donors

ARK Design Studio

Big Oak Golf Course
Cheney CPA

Everson Dairy, Inc.
Generations Bank
LumberMac Tree Service
Phelps Cement Products
Phelps Hometown Pharmacy
Tri-County Excavating
White Springs Carpentry
Other Donors

Bruce & Anne Andrews
Colleen Bailey

Bob & Sandy Bankert
Janet Bankert

Sue Beckmann

Rebecca Bennett

Roger Blythe

Don & Lynn Bogart

John & Virginia Bourke
Daniel Bremer

Billie M. Broomfield

Pam Crump Caroscio

Jim & Trish Deem Cobbett
Gary & Dorothy Colvin
Charlotte & William Devereaux
Cooper

Arlene Copeland

George & Yvonne Corda
Crofton Celentano & Family
Jane Crosby

Steve & Carol Ann Darrow
Otis & Vivian Davis

Chris & Sara Day

Gail DeWeaver

Joseph DeRuyter

Charlie and Debbie Dhalle
Marion Donnelly

Theresa & Bobby Dorgan
Jeannine Dutcher

Peter & Jean Empson
Nathan Ernest

Cynthia Estey

Ned Feaster

Angela Fera

Brian R. Flood

Janet Fremouw

June & Brandon Ghidiu

contributed!

Other Donors Con’t.

Ron & Rosa Grube

Gliee V. Gunsalus

John Harland

Brian & Tracy Heffron
Charlotte & Ramon Howard
Robert L. Howell

Kirk Johnson

Kevin Kelley

Michael Kerr

Edward D. Kieda

Virginia Konz

Barry Lee

William MacLean

Debbie & Chris Malchoff
Martha McConnell

Jean & Dick McDonald
Edward McManus

Gayla & Donald Niles
Roger & Elaine Peck

R.W. Pensworth

Mary V. Phenes

Alice & Don Pulver

Ronald & Pamela Raes, Jr.
Jeanne Raymer

Barbara Rickard

Kathryn Rishel

Lucille Rockefeller

James E. Smith

Kenny Sontheim

Shawn Springer

Thomas & Margery Stallman
Mark Stevenson

Patrick Terrana

Holly Thoelke

Jim Tierson

Steve & Sharon Tobey
Ken & Bess Trammel
Marlene Treese

F.L. VanCamp

Charles & Deidre VanHooft
Barbara VanKirk

Charles Vernay

Glen & Ann Webster

Paul Welker

Shirley & Roger Westfall
Shirley Wikiera

Roderick & Sandra Witter
Carl Yancey

Elkannah & Catherine Young




Welcome New Members!
Holly Thoelke
Larry & Pat Zeger
Kathy Tubbs

Membership Renewals

Richard & Josephine Marek

Lonnie Lincoln

Bill Broomfield

Dana Mark
John & Virginia Bourke
Doug & Ruth Coston

Loren Gifford

Eleanore Ridley

Terry Atkinson

Edward McManus

Randy Ridley

Pam Wheadon

Janet Fremouw

Memorial Donations
Michael & Carol Goodman in Memory of
Muriel B. Goodman
Lee Johnson in Memory of
Margaret E. Johnson &
Muriel B. Goodman
Donald Canne in Memory of
Patricia Gifford Canne
Eleanore Ridley in Memory of
Floyd Ridley, Paula Atkinson
& Mary Preston
Edward McManus (GiGi) in Memory of
Eleanore Ridley
Doris Spink in Memory of
Eleanore Ridley

Monetary Donations
Howe House Museum
Rick Bennett
Richard and Josephine Marek
Loren Gifford
Kathy Tubbs

Thank you to Mary Ellen Darling of
Darling Tree Farm for a generous do-
nation of many beautiful Christmas
wreaths!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all our
wonderful
volunteers for their time and
dedication.

Welcome
Holly Thoelke!

New PCHS Administrative
Assistant

Wish List
Business Sponsors
Business Memberships
New Members
Volunteers
Family history & memories
Youth outreach

BDTC Sip n Stroll

The BDTC event held on February 8, 2025 was a great success with the Howe

House and The Country Lawyer Gallery of Arts being host venues. The attendance

was good in spite of the inclement weather.

Thank you to the BDTC for sponsoring this fun event and for the beverage
donation!

Thank you Micah Sherman from the Yorkshire Inn for the
delicious food tastings!




“My mom and her club.” Sent by David Salisbury
Can you name these women?

In Remembrance of
Eleanore Ridley

(5/10/1932 to 2/7/2025)

THE COUNTRY LAWYER GALLERY OF ARTS

ONTARIO

The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts has had a great start to 2025
including a new look to the gallery space and two fine exhibitions.

“January 1st - Through My Window” and a collection of paintings by Steve Duprey.

The exhibit “Kiss Winter Goodbye”, opened February 21st with an amazing collection of
work by Kimberly Ferguson, filling the gallery with wonderful works of art.

Thank you to Evelyn Dubois, Eileen Wegman, Carl Yancey, Kim Ferguson and Kyle
Harrington for their help during January and February.

Please take a few precious minutes to visit The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts at
7 Church Street in Phelps. Everyone who comes through our door is a vote in support

of the arts in our communities. Be a voice right here in Phelps and give your support
to our local gallery.



Charles Lewis Bigelow (by Dr. Ronald R. Grube)

Thanks to George McGraw, a friend of the Phelps Community Historical Society, two
Civil War letters written by Charles Lewis Bigelow were sent to PCHS. The letters were
found in Wolcott, NY, and sent to George McGraw in Texas. George is very interested
in the 126t and 111th NY Volunteer Infantry regiments. He sent the letters to us be-
cause their author was from Phelps.

Charles Lewis Bigelow and his family moved to Phelps around 1845 when Lewie (the
name he went by) was ten. Later in life, Lewie lived along the Canandaigua Outlet on
what is today Route 88. He was a well-respected man in the town. He was a talented
woodworker (see grandfather clock below) and the owner of a sawmill. (Newark Couri-
er August 29, 1872). He and his daughter, Mary, hosted frequent gatherings for the
community at their home.

In August 1862 Lewie joined the 126t Volunteer Infantry. At this time, 1862, he was
a Methodist in Phelps. His minister was the Reverend Dexter Clapp who raised Com-
pany C of the 148th. Lewie was no doubt encouraged to join the infantry due to Rev.
Clapp’s patriotism. As an aside, Phelps was Dexter’s first and last church. During the
War, Dexter was breveted Brigadier General of the 38th United States Colored troops.
He never went back into the ministry.

Lewie joined the 126t with Dexter’s younger brother, 2rd Lt. Alfred Clapp. Alfred was,
like Lewie, a businessman from Phelps. Alfred was killed at Harper’s Ferry in 1862.
Lewie and the 126th went on to fight other battles and finally, for Lewie, the Battle of
Gettysburg. There, he was wounded in the ankle by shrapnel. Lewie talked the sur-
geons out of an amputation, and spent the rest of his life with a “weeping” sore. The
Phelps Citizen (March 26, 1925) said “He was a grievous sufferer since the war from
wounds received...” at Gettysburg. Below, you can see Lewie and some of the other
Civil War veterans.

Bigelow became a very active member of the Phelps Baptist Church. He was chaplain
of two local posts of the Grand Army of the Republic (General Gorden Granger Post
# 7 and General J.B. Murry Post.)

This clock was made by Charles
Lewis Bigelow and now in the home
of his grand niece, Rosa Flood

Lewie is seated on the far right



ANNUAL MEETING/PCHS Proposed Constitution Changes 2025

Existing Proposed
Approved February 11, 2022

Section 5, Paragraph 1

Trustees: The Board of Trustees shall The Board of Trustees shall consist of the

consist of the President and 8-12 Trus- President and 8-12 Trustees. If not a member

tees. The Town Historian and Museum of the Board of Trustees, the Town Historian

Director shall serve in an advisory (non shall serve the Board of Trustees in an advi-

-voting) capacity only. sory (non-voting) capacity. The Society Ad-
ministrator and Administrative Assistant
shall serve the Board of Trustees in an advi-
sory (non-voting) capacity only.

Section 6, Elections, Paragraph 4

Each Trustee shall be elected for a Each Trustee shall be elected for a term of
term of three years. three years unless the Trustee is filling out
the term of a Trustee who left the Board.

Section 6, Elections, Paragraph 5

The Museum Director is appointed by The Society Administrator and Administra-
the Board of Trustees for the Phelps tive Assistant are appointed by the Board of
Community Historical Society. The Town Trustees for the Phelps Community Histori-
Historian is appointed by the Town Gov- cal Society. The Town Historian is appoint-
ernment. ed by the Town Government.

Section 7, Amendments

This constitution and the by-laws of This constitution and the by-laws of this
this Society may be amended at any Society may be amended at any regularly
regularly called meeting by a two-thirds called meeting of the Society by a two-
vote of the members present and voting, thirds vote of the members present and
provided notice of the proposed amend- voting, provided that notice of the pro-
ments shall have been read at the regu- posed amendments shall have been availa-
lar preceding meeting. ble to Society Members at least one month

prior to the Society Meeting that will con-

sider the amendment.

Annual Elections

President: Elected for a term of one-year. Nominations from the floor will be
accepted.

Mart VanKirk has been PCHS president for the past five years and is up for
election to a sixth term.

Trustees: Elected for a term of three years.

The PCHS Board is required to have 8-12 Trustees. To maintain a three year
rotation of positions a Trustee’s term may be less than three years.

This year there are two trustees to be elected:
Ron Grube: Three year term

Sarah Landschoot-Riegel: Three year term
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MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP. NOT SURE OF THE EXIRATION DATE?
PLEASE CALL! (315) 548-4940

Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS 66 Main St Phelps, NY 14532 or online at phelpsnyhistory.com

Application: New: Renewal: Gift:

Individual: $20.00 Family: $30.00 Business: $50.00

CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION: $

Office use only

Name: Date Revd:
Address: Check #:
Winter Address: (if different from above): Amt. Revd:
Exp. Date:
Dates Winter Address in effect: Member ID:
Phone: E-Mail: Computer:
DONATION: $
Upcoming PCHS Events CLGA Events
Annual Meeting & Program ) Current Exhibit
Saturday, April 12, 2025 @ 2 p.m. Ending Saturday, March 15, 2025:
Howe House Museum, 66 Main Street, Kimberly Ferguson - Solo Exhibit
Phelps, NY 14532 &

“Kiss Winter Goodbye” - Open Exhibit

Upcoming Exhibits
What are your interests? Friday, March 21, 2025
to
Let us know what programs you would Saturday, April 12, 2025
like us to develop for the future.
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Collection of Images by Ron Boehner “Ronzy’
&
Monochrome - “Fun with One”

Phelps Community Historical Society The Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts

www.phelpsnyhistory.com https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

PCHS President
Mart VanKirk

Vice President
Ron Grube

Secretary
Sarah Landschoot-
Riegel

Treasurer
Len Kataskas

Trustees
Billee Altman
Rayne Hammond-Benz
Gary Jones
Dennis King
Barry Lee
Jane Pedersen
Cathy Scott
Eileen Wegman

Howe House Museum
66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532
(315) 548-4940
E-mail:
histsoc2@gmail.com
Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com

Museum Hours:

Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Howe House will
be closed January 1,
2025 - March 4,2025
except by appointment

Administrator
Lynn White

Administrative
Assistant
Holly Thoelke

Country Lawyer
Gallery of the Arts
7 Church Street
Phelps, NY 14532

Director
Michael Nash
(585)-789-0017

Assistant Director
Kristen Barber

Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com/
cl-gallery.html

Gallery Hours:
Monday 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
Thursday 1-7 p.m.

Friday 3-7 p.m.

Saturday 10-5 p.m.
or by appointment.

Also open during
community events.
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