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                                                               WINTER  (Part I)    by Don Tiffany   December 2002 

     Winter in Genesee Country has always been accepted by its 
inhabitants, from the Seneca Indians to modern dwellers, as 
being accompanied by snow, cold snaps, occasional thaws and 
more snow. The diverse animal population still adapts as it has 
for millennia. But the human animal’s ways of coping with Finger 
Lakes winter weather has changed drastically over the years. 
     Harsh winters sometimes caused starvation among the 
animals. But the Indians themselves went hungry if game 
became scarce because of deep snow or extended periods of 
sub-zero temperatures. If the winters were mild and/or crops 
were plentiful, the Indian villages found ways to enjoy the snow 
and ice and enjoyed competing in winter games. Firewood was 
plentiful and the longhouses furnished ample shelter from the 
snow and cold. If the need arose they used horseshoes to travel 
on deep snow and in good weather could travel great distances 
searching for game. 
     The needs of the first settlers here were, of course the same 
as the previous inhabitants, warm shelter and sufficient food to 
carry them through till Spring. Travel was certainly limited to 
visiting nearby cabins and then only on fairly pleasant days, for to 
become lost in a storm or in the woods on a freezing night could 
be a fatal mistake. As roads were cut through the forest and 
horses and oxen were brought in to do the heavy farm work it 
became possible to also use these same draft animals to break 
through deep snow and pack it down so people could walk from 
place to place. A horse could be ridden for greater distances 
through deeper snow with less exertion than a man would use 
walking. The wheels were removed from wagons and replaced 
by sets of bobs, or runners. Buggies were exchanged for cutters. 
     The use of cutters and bobsleighs created the need for open 
roads but not bare ones. Travel was probably easier on the draft 

animals because of less friction. So the snow was packed on the 
highways to give an almost friction-free surface for the runners to 
slide on. Road maintenance in the winter was only the packing of 
snow in the roadway and the more the roads were used the 
easier travel became. There were surely snow rollers used in this 
area. One picture taken in New Hampshire shows about twenty 
oxen pulling a huge (10 –12 foot diameter) wooden roller through 
a city street; both the animals and the heavy roller packing the 
snow as they went. 
     When traveling in an open cutter or sleigh the passengers 
kept warm with foot warmers or heated stones or metal boxes 
containing hot coals from the home fire and covered by heavy 
woolen blankets or buffalo robes. Sleighs or the horse’s harness 
were fitted with ”sleigh bells” for the practical use of warning 
other drivers at intersections of their approach. 
     As traffic increased and highways were widened and graded 
the roads at times became so hard-packed that the surface 
turned to ice. The horses had to be shod with spikes on their 
shoes. These spikes were called caulks ( or corks by the locals). 
The same idea as caulked boots a generation ago. 
      Snow removal was done by shoveling. Whether one man or a 
crew of 100 this was  the only way to move  the snow from 
unwanted locations such as a deep road cut filled with 10 or 12 
feet of snow or 5 feet in front a merchant’s store. The farmer had 
to shovel a path to the barns and, probably more importantly, the 
outhouse. The rural population took it as the way of things to 
become snowbound for weeks at a time and they like the Indians 
put away sufficient food and fuel to see them through these 
times. The crews that maintained the highways only worked in 
the warm months to build and improve the roads and never 
worried about keeping them open in winter. 
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Phelps Community Historical Society 2021 Annual Report 
2021 Financials 

INCOME 

Membership Dues…………………………...…...$5,006.00 

Rental of Property…………………….………......$2,200.00 

Merchandise Sales………………….………..…..$1,113.00 

NYS Sales Tax……………………………………….$65.00 

Fund Raisers……………………….………..…....$1,586.00 

Gifts & Donations …………………….….……….$5,567.00 

Memorial Donations………………..……..……...$2,946.00 

Government Support……………….…....…….$13,000.00 

Grant Income…………………………...…….…$11,000.00 

Other (Transfers)……………….…………….....$20,500.00 

Indirect Misc. Income…………...……………..…..$695.00 

Interest Income .……………………………………….$1.00 

Total Income                                     $63,679.00 

EXPENSES 

Program Supplies………………………………..…..… $40.00 

Professional Contracted Services……………...….$1,310.00 

Advertising……………………………………….……..$879.00 

NYS Sales Tax …………………………….……....…...$89.00 

Postage…………………………………….……..…....$513.00 

Utilities………………………………………...….…...$6,821.00 

Printing/Copier Lease………………………...….….$4,142.00 

Supplies/quipment……………………….…….…….$2,589.00 

Maintenance/Repairs………….…………….….....$16,279.00 

Purchase for Resale………………………….………..$551.00 

Memberships/ubscriptions………………….………...$239.00 

Insurance……………………………………..…..…..$4,078.00 

Payroll Expenses……………………….…………..$23,343.00 

Howe House Improvements…………………….…….$213.00 

Model T Expense……………………………….……...$480.00 

Fundraising Expense………………………….……….$195.00 

Security  System Monitoring……………….………....$823.00 

Indirect/Unbudgeted Expenses………………..……..$758.00 

Other Expenses ………………………………..………$337.00 

Total Expenses                                    $63,679.00 

INVESTMENTS 
Increase (2021) …………...……....………....$55,460.00 

PROJECTS COMPLETED 
New website phelpsnyhistory.com  
Carriage House transportation exhibit 

Collection inventory in computer  
Research room organized, listing updated  

Outhouse roof repaired 
Kitchen exhibit (downstairs) 

MEMBERSHIP     
24 New Individual/Family   1 New Business 

5 Return Members 

Total members 255  

 

VOLUNTEERS 
Recorded volunteer hours 1885 

Board of Trustees meeting hours 147.5 

Tours and Research       
Tours 88 

Research Visits 9       Email research requests 5 

Midlakes students 235 and adults 42 

Total Tour and research visitors 474 

EVENTS 

Saturday Open House: 
June 5, July 31 and August 7 

 
Phelps Weekend at 

Genesee Country Village Museum 
October 2 and 3 

 
Phelps BDTC Holiday Bazaar 

Saturday, December 4 

PROGRAMS 
Phelps Cemetery Walk 

Christmas program - Midlakes 1st and 2nd Graders 
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School District Number 9 - Cuddeback or Cuddeback Station District            

      Located in the northeastern part of Phelps, the Cuddeback School was another joint school district. This brick 

building shared students with folks living in Seneca County and perhaps some from Wayne County. Like several 

other one room schools in Phelps, the Historical Society has very little information to share. We invite you to 

forward whatever information or 

stories you may have about the school 

or the Cuddeback family. 

      On the 1874 Phelps map, several 

Cuddeback farms were located near 

the school. The school itself is located 

on Avery Road (now a private 

residence). On the next road south of 

the school and on the north side of 

Cuddeback Road, was the Cuddeback 

train station. The station (not shown 

on the 1874 map) was on the west of 

the Sodus Bay and Pennsylvania Line. 

This line was recently abandoned by 

the Finger Lakes Railway.  

                               Dr. Ron Grube 

 

 Philip Stryker Salisbury 

Springfield, Illinois 

September 2, 1941- 
December 21, 2021 

In Memoriam 

Bonnie Lee Hatch Bowden 

Dallas, Texas 

February 4, 1937- 
November 30, 2021 

Mildred Louise Fairman Parmelee 

Clifton Springs, New York 

March 1, 1916- 
January 13, 2022 

 

A Special Thank You  
   On behalf of the members, volunteers and staff of the Phelps 
Community Historical Society, the Board of Trustees would like to offer a 
profound and well-deserved Thank You to Barb Gillespie. As one of our 
longest serving Trustees, Barb has always been willing to offer guidance 
to an ever-changing group of Trustees. She has also held the office of 
PCHS Secretary for many years, recording the minutes for our meetings. 
While she is leaving the Board, Barb will continue as a dedicated 
volunteer (20 plus years), working most Thursdays maintaining our 
scrapbook collection of newspaper articles and acknowledging monetary 
donations. Thank you Barb. 
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Photos : Todd Clausen Public Relations Coordinator Phelps-Clifton Springs Central School District.  

 Howe House Holiday Visitors 

         Over the course of six days, the PCHS opened its doors to 1st and 2nd graders from the Phelps-Clifton Springs 

School District.  The  students (235) arrived in groups of 15-20 and were accompanied by their teachers, teacher aides 

and parents (42 adults) . Program facilitator Marilyn DeRuyter , Mary Ruggles and Dawn Scales,  Idelle Bowles and Mary 

Ann Gilman, all retired PCSSD teachers, made the learning experience enjoyable . A brief history of Dr. Howe , what is 

was like to live in the Howe House years ago , and an old fashioned Christmas was followed by a chorus of Jingle Bells to 

the sound of sleigh bells. The group then divided: half looking at exhibits, half visiting with Gary Jones in the kitchen to 

see the train layout, Kalamazoo stove and ice box, then reversed. A lot was heard and seen in the allotted 45 minutes! 

    The students were well-behaved, inquisitive and excited to be at the museum. The PCHS was delighted to have the 
children be able to visit since the trip was not possible last year. The teachers expressed their gratitude to the historical 
society for  providing their first field trip in two years.  

Mary Ruggles talks about Dr. John Q Howe Marilyn DeRuyter in the General Store 

 

Marilyn DeRuyter and Mary Ruggles with group of 2nd graders. A sign of success! 
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Above left: Learning about Phelps history In the 

East Exhibit Room 

Above right: How a block of ice kept items cold 

in an ice box 

Left and below: Train conductor ( for every 

group!) Gary Jones with students. This was the 
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Andy and Debbie 
Bartucca 

 
John and Virginia Bourke 

 
Dr. Leonard and  

Antoinette Buchakjian 
 

Grace Carlson 
 

Al & Marge Cauwels 
 

DeBoover Family 
Farms, LLC 

 
Barbara DeCook 

 
Joseph DeRuyter 

 
Lee & Sharon DeRuyter 

 
Bonnie Detro 

 
Anne Marie Devendorf 

 
Janet Fremouw 

 

 

Welcome Back! 
Marsha Gibbs 

Richard Ver Bridge 
 

Welcome New Members 
Connie Hemminger    Geneva NY  

Gift from Nancy A . Turner 
 

F. Lee  & Margaret Johnson  Phelps, NY 
 

Arlene Verdehem Murphy  Rochester, NY 
 

Bonnie Opdyke    Lakeland, FL 
Gift from F. Lee Johnson 

 

Donations 
David Dewey 

In honor of the Dewey Family 
School and sports photos 1935-36 

 
Darling’s Tree Farm 

 Christmas tree for Oak Room 
 

Arlene Verdehem Murphy  
Phelps history books  and yearbooks 

 
David Vittum 

Vintage Erector Set 
 

Memorial Donations 
Terry and Rosemary Holland 

in memory of 
Theodore Mullen 

 
Constance Mosher 

in memory of 
John I. Mosher, PhD. 

 

Monetary Donations 
ExxonMobil Matching Grants Program  

Volunteer Hours 
Carol Conklin      Doris Spink 

 
Fred Kirch 

 
Arlene Verdehem Murphy 

 

Joan Griswold 
 

Ron and Rosa Grube 
 

Linda L Guest 
 

Terry & Rosemary Holland 
 

Fred Kirch 
 
Richard & Josephine Marek 

 
Constance Mosher 

 
Florence Peck 

 
David & Elaine Putnam 

 
Gilbert and Cathy Scott 

 
Bill and Barbara Smith 

 
Rose Smith  

 
Doris H Wells 

 
Spencer Westfall 

Membership Renewals 

Thank you for supporting the PCHS and Howe House Museum  

Time and Talent 
(December and January) 

Idelle Bowles    Carol Conklin    Marilyn DeRuyter 

Bonnie Dixon    Barb Gillespie   Mary Ann Gilman 

Robin Grube     Ron Grube     Rosa Grube 

Gary Jones    Dennis King   Dana Mark 

  Mary Ruggles      Dawn Scales   Doris Spink    

Mart VanKirk 

Thank you to Anne Oaks 

 for her service on the PCHS Board and  

generous contributions to our collection. 

Thank you Ann! 



MEMBERSHIP and DONATION FORM 
If  “Reminder” is highlighted please renew your membership.  

If “Final Notice”  is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid. 
  

Application: New ______   Renewal  _______   Gift ______   Send membership card ______    For Office use:                             

Individual:  $20.00     ___        Family:  $30.00   ___      Business:  $50.00  ____                      Member #:         ______ 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:      ______         

Address:  ______________________________________________________    Check #:          ______  

Winter Address: (if different from above): ____________________________     Amt. Rcvd:     ______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:       ______ 

Dates Winter Address in effect:  ____________________________________    Computer:      ______  

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Index Card:    ______                                                           

                                                                                                                                      Member Card: ______                                                                                                       

DONATION:   Amount    _________                                                                              

                     ______   In memory of (Optional): ______________________________________________________________  

                     ______   In honor of (Optional):    _______________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   Allocate funds to (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 
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February 3, 1925  -  South side of Main Street, between Church and Ontario Streets.  
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 Howe House Museum 
66 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
(315) 548-4940 

E-mail: histsoc2@gmail.com 
 

Website: phelpsnyhistory.com 
 

Find us on Facebook 
 

 

 
Museum Hours: 

March - December 2022 
Wednesday, Thursday and  

Friday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
or by appointment 

 

 
 

President 
Mart VanKirk 

 
Board of Trustees 

Ron Grube, Vice President 
Barb Gillespie, Secretary 
Tom Cheney, Treasurer 

 
Marilyn DeRuyter, Trustee 

Nicole Fess, Trustee 
Gary Jones, Trustee 

Len Kataskas, Trustee 
Sarah Landschoot, Trustee 

Jane Pedersen, Trustee 
 
 

 

Director 
 Diane Goodman 

PCHS Office and  

Howe House Museum 

Winter hours 

Closed   
January 1, 2022 

 
Reopen  

 Wednesday March 2  
 
 

We will be checking  

phone messages  

and emails during this 

time 


