
Phelps Community  
Historical Society  

August 2022    Volume 30 Issue 265 

Phelps Building 200 Years Old 

        The cut stone structure at 2 Exchange 

Street is probably the oldest building in the 
village’s business district. It was designed 

and built in 1822 by Ashbel Webster and 
has an interesting history.  
      The structure was first used as a cooper 

shop by the firm of Bartle, Norton and 
MacNeil, which operated a distillery and an 
ashery with both enterprises requiring 

barrels for packing. 
      When the partnership was dissolved in 

the year 1834, W.D. Norton Sr. took over 
the building and distillery. That year he 
also expanded his business interests to 

include a grist mill, an edge tool shop, and 
a chair factory. He purchased the grist mill 

built by Dickinson and Hawks in 1804. 
Located on the north bank of the outlet, 
this mill was later known as Fridley’s mill. 

The edge tool shop was an addition to the 
mill and the chair factory shared quarters 
with the cooper shop. This latter enterprise 

was managed by W.D. Norton’s brother 
Isaac. 

      During the financial panic of 1837, 
Norton lost his building empire after over-
extending himself. The building remained 

vacant until Samuel E. Norton, son of the 
original proprietor, opened an axe factory in 
1839. ( In 1841, S.E. Norton built the house 

at 52 Main Street, formerly owned by Mr. & 
Mrs. Richard Rathbun). The axe factory 

operated in the building until 1846 when it 
was taken over by Oliver W. Doud, a 
carriage maker. Doud remained in the 

building until 1854 when he built a larger 
shop at the east end of the Main Street 

bridge. 
      The next occupant was the firm of King 
& Garfield who made doors and sashes, 

and log pumps. Garfield died in 1861 and 
King removed to Geneva, then later to 
Seneca Falls where he became director of 

the Rumsey Pump Co.       

      The building was then taken over by 
Moses Barlow, a local architect and builder. 

Barlow was responsible for rebuilding 
structures in the business district 
destroyed in the 1864 fire and building 

several homes in the village (the Bowker 
house, the Partridge house, the Howe 
house, and the remodel of the Rathbun 

house exterior). Note: In 1860 the building 
at 2 Exchange St. was enlarged into a  

three-story one, but that was destroyed by 
the fire of 1864. The stone walls were used 
in the construction of the present building. 

      Moses Barlow remained in the building 
until 1870 when it was purchased by Henry 

and Charles Severance who operated a 
blacksmith shop and carriage factory. They 
were still in business in 1910. 

      Information on the occupancy after 
1910 is not known until the year 1946 
when Earl S. Warner (Warner rented the 

building out for storage) sold the building to 
Chubb Dewey, Ted Denniston and Theodore 

Flood when they started and operated the 
Finger Lakes Paint Co. Dewey left after a 
few years to start the Dewey Funeral Home 

on Main St.  
                                  (continued on page 2) 

Finger Lakes  Paint Co. 1946-1997 



School  District # 18  
 

 The White School stood as a wooden 

building until fairly recently. It was on 

Route 14 east of Oaks Corners. This 

schoolhouse served the Pine Plains area.  

Names were not provided with the 

donated photo. 

School District # 19 

   The Whiskey Hill School, also torn down, stood 

on the Pre-Emption Road just south of Gifford 

Road. Photo taken June 1919. According to Mabel 

Oaks (p.10 “Phelpstown A Continued Story), there 

was, before the brick building, a round cobblestone 

school referred to as a jug school that burned and 

was replaced by the brick building above. 

Sources: Don Tiffany, PCHS files 

     In the 1960s Theodore Flood became 
sole proprietor when he bought out       

Ted Denniston who was having health 
issues. In 1971 Flood’s son Thomas 
joined the business and in 1973 became         
part-owner of the building. The business 

closed in 1997 and the building was 
owned by Thomas Flood until 1999.  
     In the following years occupancies  
included a computer repair shop and 

bakery. Michael Darling, founder and 
operator of Crafty Ales & Lagers,               
a nanobrewery, has owned the building 

and business since 2013.  

Sources: 200 Years of the Town of Phelps, by John Parmelee 
                 Fred Merithew article Finger Lakes Paint Co. 1976 
                 Rosa Flood Grube 
                 Ontario County, NY Property Records 

Crafty Ale & Lagers 
2 Exchange St Phelps, NY  
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Jeanne & Michael Leonard   

Sandy & Bob Bankert  

Scott & Rosemary Gifford   

Jason Dibble   

Visitors  

    According to our Guest Book, this past month we have 
had visitors from New Jersey, Michigan, Delaware and 
regions of New York. PCHS members who were in town 
for the Phelps Central School Alumni reunion stopped in to 
say hello and see the photos and memorabilia on display. 
Among them were Scott and Margaret Rishel and those 
seen in the photos. A visitor from Canandaigua, Jason 

Dibble, took the time to play lovely tunes on his banjo.  
      Requests for research included information on local property histories and 
genealogy. When doing genealogy research, we often come across variations 
on the spelling of a surname. Charlie Estey, in researching his family, found 
that the name Esty was spelled differently by family members who had moved 
away to another area. The spelling thus indicated from which area they came. 
     Summer vacation travels are at an end, but we look forward to seeing 
visitors who come to the Finger Lakes area to enjoy the fall foliage!                                

                                                                                          Diane Goodman 

From our In Box - the email below from Scott Gifford  is a follow  up to 

one of the  memories he shared during his recent visit to the Howe House. 
     “Does anyone else remember the airplane listening and identification site in the 
1950s that was located behind the American Legion and staffed by volunteers?  As 
a young boy I remember going there with Mrs. Longyear, our neighbor on Pleasant 
St., who was like an extra grandmother. She showed me how the equipment worked 
and how by using the headphones we could hear any planes flying nearby.  I think 
there were posters on the walls of airplane profiles to use in identification.  All I 
heard on the headphones was the sound of bees, other insects and birds. I believe 
this equipment was from the early days of the Cold War.  Online can be found a 
description of the Ground Observer Corps and their Operation Sky Watch which 
existed from 1952 to 1958, which sounds like the Phelps installation.  Does anyone 
else remember this installation? 
I found the online info at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ground_Observer_Corps” 
                                                                                                                 Scott Gifford 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ground_Observer_Corps


55th Sauerkraut Festival Parade 

August 6, 2022 
Photos submitted by Diane Goodman and Heather Olander 





Welcome New Members! 
Nancy Edington-Phelps, NY 

Thomas Zoubek–Darien, CT 

Membership Renewals 
Judith C. Beechler 

Ann Bohner 
Pam & Bill Caroscio 

Charles & Nancy Case 
Cheryl Chester 
Carol Conklin 
Jane Crosby  

Clarence & Sharon Curley 
Bonnie Dixon 

Jackie D. Farrington 
Kent & Linda Fisher 

Scott Gifford 
Edwin Maslyn 

Scott & Margaret Rishel 
Dick & Jean McDonald 

Mary Peake 
Nicki (Muriel) Shannon 

Kenneth Sontheim 
Chris & Alicia Tiffany 

Sue VanCamp 
Shirley Wikiera 
Leon Willson 

Mark & Sally Zelonis  

Monetary Donations 

George Rollie Adams 
 

Cheryl Chester 
 

Charlie Estey 
 

Jeanne & Michael Leonard 
 

Maureen Quigley 
 

Mark & Sally Zelonis  

Memorial Donations 
Carl Beechler Sr. 

by 
Judith C. Beechler 

 
The Lundgard Family 

by 
Dick & Jean McDonald 

 
Alice Sabin 

by 
Shirley Wikiera 

Item Donations 
Robert Bankert 

Arrowheads, handmade nail,  

advertising magnet 
 

Sara Britting 
from Anne Sheppard Britting Estate 

Willings flour sacks, bracelet,  
Victorian mourning clothing item 

 
John & Ginny Bourke   

        Jugs, crock, chicken waterer/feeder 
 

Carol Conklin 
Quilting and knitting magazines 

 
Mary Hart 

1977 JM Rudio sketch of York Inn 
 

Kathy Keller 
 1950s Electric iron 

 
Mart VanKirk 

 Refreshments for visitors 

 

Time and Talent 
John and Billee Altman- PCHS Garden 

Bonnie Dixon-Newsletter 
Barb Gillespie– Scrapbooks, Secretarial 

Bob Goodman– Transfer Station 
Ron Grube– Upstairs office clean up 

Gary Hammond– FFA photos 
Dana Mark- Transfer Station 

Alyssa Olander– Newsletter 
Marge Ouinett– Gardening at CLO 

Mart VanKirk– PHSAA hosting &               
upstairs office clean up  

 

 
 

 
 

Florence B. Peck 
PCHS Charter Member  

 
08/19/1929- 

08/02/2022 

Janie Bree           
PCHS Member   

                           
09/12/1932-

07/23/2022 

In Memoriam 

  



MEMBERSHIP and DONATION FORM 
If  “Reminder” is highlighted please renew your membership.  

If “Final Notice”  is highlighted this will be your last newsletter if dues are not paid. 
 Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS or online at phelpsnyhistory.com 

 
Application: New ______   Renewal  _______   Gift ______   Send membership card ______    For Office use:                             

Individual:  $20.00     ____        Family:  $30.00   ___      Business:  $50.00  ____                      Member #:       ______ 

Name:  ________________________________________________________    Date Rcvd:       ______         

Address:  ______________________________________________________    Check #:           ______  

Winter Address: (if different from above):  ____________________________     Amt. Rcvd:       ______ 

                                                                    ____________________________          Exp. Date:       ______ 

Dates Winter Address in effect:   ____________________________________    Computer:        ______  

Phone:  _________________  E-Mail: _______________________________        Index Card:      ______                                                         

                                                                                                                                      Member Card:  ______                                                                                                      

DONATION:   Amount    _________                                                                              

                     ______   In memory of (Optional): ______________________________________________________________  

                     ______   In honor of (Optional):    _______________________________________________________________ 

                     ______   Allocate funds to (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

Stoneware collection donated by John and Ginny Bourke 
On display in Howe House dining room, downstairs kitchen and upstairs kitchen 

 
Photo Left: 3rd from Left: Whiskey finger jug.  J. Fisher, Lyons, NY. Jacob Fisher ran the pottery in Lyons, NY from 1872-1902. 
                     John Bourke was  in his boat on Canandaigua Lake, spotted  the  jug on the lake bottom and pulled it up. 
                     1st on Right:  Mid-19th century stoneware bottle marked  J. Griedrich Grosskarben B/Frankfurt A/M. No. 10 
                     May have held German mineral water. The No. 10 designates the spring water was drawn from. 
 
Photo Center: Crock with cobalt blue floral design. Number 2 designates 2 gallon capacity. 
                         T. Harrington, Lyons, NY. Thomas Harrington owned a pottery in Lyons from 1852-1872.                                       
Photo Right: Ceramic chicken waterer/ feeder. Top piece (with picture of rooster and chickens) was held upside down and 

                filled with  water or feed. Dish was then placed over the bottom of the feeder and the two pieces inverted together.   
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Howe House Museum 

66 Main Street 
Phelps, NY 14532 
(315) 548-4940 
 
E-mail: 

histsoc2@gmail.com 
 
Website:  
phelpsnyhistory.com 
 
Find us on Facebook 
 
Museum Hours: 

Wednesday, Thursday  and 
Friday  
10am-4pm  
or by appointment 
 

 

President 

Mart VanKirk 
Vice President 

Ron Grube 
Secretary 

Nicole Fess 
Treasurer 

Tom Cheney 
Trustees 
Marilyn DeRuyter 
Gary Jones 
Len Kataskas 
Cory Maslyn 
Jane Pedersen 
Sarah Riegel 
 
Director 

Diane Goodman  
 
Administrative Asst. 

Heather Olander 


