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Phelps Celebrates Sauerkraut Season

This is a excerpt of an article entitled “The Other Phelps Sauerkraut Factory”, which was
submitted by F. Lee Johnson in July 2018.

The Village of Phelps has long been known as the “Sauerkraut Capital of the World.”

It all started in the early 1900’s and survived till 1985 when all operations ended and the
Comstock and Seneca Foods companies moved the operations to Shortsville, New York,
now called Great Lakes Kraut. The village of Phelps started the Phelps Sauerkraut Festival
in 1967 and has been held the first Saturday in August ever since. This year marks the
58tk celebration.

The Village of Phelps had two Sauerkraut factories. The one most familiar is the Empire
State Pickling Company, Silver Floss. Burton Babcock started it. He came from Ohio
where he had worked in a sauerkraut factory. He purchased the Empire State Pickling Co.
located on Pleasant St. (Circa 1905.) The operation was later moved to the present sight
on Eagle St. The old Silver Floss water tower use to be a landmark, before it was torn
down.

The other factory was the Seneca Kraut and Pickling Company. The Seneca was
established in 1902 in Waterloo, N.Y. by the Dillman brothers. Leland Alonson Colton
(another sauerkraut Entrepreneur from Skaneateles, N.Y.), purchased a fourth interest in
the Seneca Kraut and became secretary and manager of the Waterloo plant. The Seneca
Company built a branch plant and factory at Phelps, N.Y. In 1907, a third plant was built
in Lyons, N.Y. in 1910. In 1917, Seneca employed a few full-time workers and many part
time employees. The part time employees were needed during the fall cabbage harvesting
season and when the kraut was canned. Later in 1947 after serving three years in the
U.S. Army WWII and graduating from Hobart College, Lon P. Flanigan Jr. became the as-
sistant plant manager at Phelps.

The two factories were located next to New York Central railroad. They received box cars
on their sidings, filled several sizes of empty cans. These cans had to be offloaded by hand
onto a conveyor system from the box car.

Cabbage was a big source of income for the farmers of Phelps

and the surrounding areas.
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Member Renewals - Thanks!

Joe DeRuyter
Lee Ann O’Connor-Tai
Kurt & Karen Owens
Gary & Gloria Fisher
Brenda & Tim Litts
Joan Griswold
Otis & Vivian Davis
Marlene Jones
Betsy Bourne
DeBoover Family Farms, LLC
Bonnie Dixon
Jean Dorman
Rebecca Bennett
Rayne Hammond-Benz
Melvin & Marjorie Norsen
Marlene Treese
Paul Crouch
Bill & Barbara Smith
Tom Liberatore
Jean Westfall

é@\b Memorial Donations

F. Lee Johnson

In Memory of:
Margaret E. Johnson
Jim & Rose Mattoon
Don & Alice Sabin
&
Class of 1955
Edward “Bud” Nayaert
Ruth (Ovenshier) Nayaert
Gerald Walter “Jerry” VanCamp
Dorothy (Nayaert) VanCamp

David & Jean Dorman
In Memory of Robert Westfall

Rebecca Bennett
In Memory of John W. Gifford

Paul Crouch
In Memory of Velma Crouch
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Special Thanks
Thank you to all our
wonderful
volunteers for their time and
dedication!

In Memoriam

’
’

Ramon A. Howard
1936-2025

Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday to anyone
celebrating a birthday during the month of
August!

Monetary Donations
Tom Liberatore
Elizabeth Homer

Updated Contact Information

Please let us know if your address,
phone number, or email address has
changed so we may keep in contact
with our members! Also, are any
members interested in a digital
newsletter?

Welcome to our Summer Intern!
Zane Wells!




Upcoming PCHS Events

o« Phelps Central School - 5th Annual Alumni Reunion -Thurs., July 31, 2025
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Club 86, 86 Avenue E, Geneva, NY
Billee Altman: 585-732-4591

e 2025 Phelps Sauerkraut Festival Weekend - Theme: “Kraut ‘n’ About”

Friday, August 1, 2025 - “Kraut Krawl” - 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Howe House will be participating in the Kraut Krawl tasting in front of our
Carriage House. This year the tasting will be provided by Fox Run Vineyards!

Saturday, August 2, 2025 - Parade commences @ 4:00 PM

PCHS will have a float in the parade with a “Beach/Flapper” theme!
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« Movie at Carriage House - Friday, August 22, 2025 @ 5 p.m. - Bring a Chair!

Our last, two newsletters have been following E.B. Partridge’s 1912 cross-country trip from
Phelps to San Diego. Please stop in the Howe House to see the entire journey in this
fascinating photo album for yourselfl In 1943, E.B. Partridge wrote the book entitled
“Excuse My Dust,” the last in the “Country Lawyer” - “Big Family” trilogy of books, and is
full of humor and draws a delightful picture of the days of “get out and get under” when the
monkey-wrench was as essential to travel as a full tank of gas! A movie was filmed in 1951,
starring Red Skelton, Sally Forrest & Macdonald Carey and was loosely based on the book.
We will show this delightful movie in front of the Carriage House (on the Howe House
Grounds.) Red Skelton plays an inventor and has an idea and a driving ambition! Bring a
chair and enjoy the movie with us on the beautiful Howe House grounds. Pizza slices will
be available for sale from Otis and Lisa’s!

Looking for members to host one of our monthly programs!
Do you have a passion or career you would like to share with the members! Let us know!

3




Our Chicken BBQ & Raffle in July was a great success! We sold out of 100 chicken
quarters in less than an hour! Thank you to all that attended and purchased raffle
tickets! Gary Colvin of North Rose was the winner of the VIP train excursion! Have fun!

Getting set up for the event. It was a

beautiful day!

Stop by anytime to sit and enjoy the breeze
that flows over our beautiful front porch!

Thank you to Bumbles
BBQ for the delicious
chicken dinners!

Thank you to Fluffing
Feathers Bake Shop for
their yammy baked goods!

Thank you to Cliff McCann for
the great music! It really
made the day special!

It was a great day at the Howe House Chicken BBQ Fundraiser! Thank you to all!
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Thank you to Holly Carmel & Staff from the Phelps Community Center
for their visit to the Howe House in July! Over 50 children enjoyed
the program of “Where in the World are We.” They also enjoyed riding
the 1930’s Donaldson Jockey Cycle and sitting on the
vintage bobsled!




The County Lawyer Gallery of the Arts now has their own newsletter!
“A Call for the Arts”
They will be publishing every 3 months.

You may receive a hard copy by visiting the CLGA or the Howe House, and it is
also available by email.

Email: Countrylawyergallery2023@gmail.com for your email copy.
Upcoming Shows at CLGA:

“Our 2nd Birthday Exhibit” - July 4 to July 26, 2025
“Humor in Art” - August 1, 2025 -4 to 8 p.m.
BDTC Kraut Krawl - August 1, 2025 - 4 to 8 p.m.

“Alice Salisbury Retrospective” - August 29 to September 20, 2025
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elcome to the first edition of
Wthe Country Lawyer Gallery

of the Arts Newsletter! We
will be publishing every 3 months
with gallery news and summaries of
shows and events which are coming
up. Additionally, we will bring you
chats with our artists, background on
the art you will be seeing and details
of classes here at the Gallery and at
the Phelps Community Historical
Society.

The Newsletter will be called A Call
for the Arts and will be sent by email
to those who wish to receive it this
way. It will also be available in hard
copy here at the gallery and the
Howe House Museum and also a link
to each edition online. In addition, we
will be working with our local
businesses to make it available in
their locations as well.

We hope you enjoy our newsletter.
Please give us your opinions, ideas
and even a short article about what
your experiences have been at the
Country Lawyer Gallery of the Arts!

Mission Statement

The Mission of the Country
Lawyer Gallery of the Arts is to
offer both regional Artists of all

levels as well as Visitors a
professional but relaxed art
exhibiting and viewing
experience. Core
fundamentals include diversity,
uniqueness, creativity,
education, community
engagement, caring for our
unique historical building and
art spaces, quality art and fun.

These principals act as the

pillars of the Country Lawyer
Gallery of the Arts mission. We
will use every opportunity to
bring our communities the
best of art in all forms.




MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM

: 13 49 PLEASE CALL WITH
If you see this next to your mailing label, it’s ANY QUESTIONS!
"= time to renew your membership!

(315) 548-4940

Dues may be paid by: check to PCHS, 66 Main St., Phelps, NY 14532 or online at phelpsnyhistory.com

Application: New: _ Renewal: Gift:
Household: $25.00 Business: $50.00
Office use Only
Name: Date Revd:
Address: Check #:
Winter Address: (if any): Amt. Revd:
Dates Winter Address in effect: Exp. Date:
Member #:
Phone: Email:

DONATIONS: $

In Memory of (Optional):

In Honor of (Optional):

Monetary/Allocate funds to (Optional):

PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING A LEGACY ESTATE DONATION. There are various types of planned
giving each with different advantages. All planned gifts are meaningful and important contributions that
will help support our programming for many years to come. Planned giving does not require great wealth.
It can be as simple as including PCHS in your will or naming PCHS in your life insurance policy.

Wish List Phelps Community Historical Society

Folding Chairs
1920’s or 30’s bicycle (donate or loan)
Howe House Garden Donations
Trash & Recycling Pickup
Display Cases
Mannequins (male & female)
Business Sponsors
Business Memberships
New Members
Volunteers
Family History & Memories
Youth Outreach

https://www.phelpsnyhistory.com/cl-gallery.html




PHELPS COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532
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worthless, but because they are friceless!

PCHS President
Mart VanKirk

Vice President
Ron Grube

Secretary
Sarah Landschoot-
Riegel

Treasurer
Len Kataskas

Trustees
Billee Altman
Rayne Hammond-Benz
Gary Jones
Dennis King
Barry Lee
Jane Pedersen
Cathy Scott
Janet Walpole

Howe House Museum
66 Main Street
Phelps, NY 14532
(315) 548-4940
E-mail:
histsoc2@gmail.com
Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com

Museum Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

&

Saturday
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. for
July & August

Administrator
Lynn White

Administrative
Assistant
Holly Thoelke

Country Lawyer
Gallery of the Arts
7 Church Street
Phelps, NY 14532

Director
Michael Nash
(585)-789-0017

Assistant Director
Kristen Barber

Website:
phelpsnyhistory.com/
cl-gallery.html

Gallery Hours:
Monday 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday 1-4 p.m.

Thursday 1-7 p.m.
Friday 3-7 p.m.
Saturday 10-5 p.m.
or by appointment.
Also open during
community events.




